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Third Meeting of the Executive Board 


Reported by Secretary W. H. GREEVER 


Tur third regular meeting of the Executive Board for the current 
biennium was held in the Lutheran Church House, New York, opening at 
10.15 A. M., October 14, 1943. The meeting was opened with prayer by 
Henry H. Bagger, D.D. All members of the Board were present. 


President's Report 


The president reported that a Conference of the Presidents of the Con- 
stituent Synods had been held in Philadelphia, September 7 and 8, 1943, 
from which two matters of importance were reported to the Executive 
Board as information: 1. Provision for further study of status | of students 


for the ministry and chaplains for the 
Navy. 2. Approval, by the Presidents’ 
Conference, of the present plan for rep- 
resentation of the U. L. C. A. interests 
at meetings of the Constituent Synods. 

The president further reported that 
he had recently convened the official 
Commission to the Federal Council of 
Churches and that the committee had 
taken up its work in a constructive way. 


Treasurer's Report 

Both the formal and the verbal re- 
ports of the treasurer were highly 
gratifying. From them it appears that 
there has been a steady advance in 
benevolence contributions from month 


to month. This is true not only with 
reference to apportionment contribu- 
tions but especially with reference to 
the fine response of U. L. C. A. congre- 
gations to the appeal of Lutheran 
World Action for 1943, 

The apportionments to synod for 1945 
were approved as indicated in the tab- 
ulation below. 


Officers’ Report 


Under the Report of the Officers, at- 
tention was given to particulars per- 
taining to the completion of the pur- 
chase of the new Lutheran ,Church 

(Continued on page 29) 


APPORTIONMENT TO SYNODS FOR THE YEAR 1945 


Ministerium of Pennsylvania ............ 
United Synod of New York ........0.0.... 
North Carolina Synod. occ 


Maryland Synod 
South Carolina Synod 
Central ens a See 

Virginia Synod .. Pat vinien 
Ohio Synod ......... 
Pittsburgh Synod 
Indiana Synod ........... 
Illinois Synod ... 
Texas Synod .......... 
Mississippi Synod 


TowagSyNodhen ta nestneas ccs 
Michigan Synod vic sous caeane 


Georgia-Alabama Synod . 
Canada Synod |. isacssa 


Kansas: Synodici a.nd ene 
Nebragkal synod use ceeeencnti nares ee 


Wartburg Synod . 
Icelandic Synod ... 


Midwest. SyMlOGvenn sacks sacs ts ehenes 
Californias eS ynoddsncncton caste 


Rocky Mountain Synod 
Northwest Synod ovis. 


Manitoba Synodywesnc cee 
Pacific Synodeesie: acetate ree 


Nova Scotia Synod ..... 
West Virginia Synod .. 


Slovak-Zion Synod. crevices 


Florida Synod ... 


Kentucky-Tennessee Synod ries 


1945 per capita $2.43245 


Communing 

Members Apportionment 

ch 160,774 $ 391,075 

Bek 113,469 276,007 

frees 23,706 57,663 

35,771 87,011 

17,690 43,030 

124,155 302,001 

14,319 34,830 

55,000 133,785 

61,850 150,447 

14,914 36,277 

ice 36,739 89,366 

4,287 10,428 

339 824 

PSEC 9,815 23,874 

eee 5,959 14,495 

3,437 8,360 

17,759 43,198 

nes 6,548 15,928 

2273 29,853 

14,149 34,417 

1,631 3,967 

ENA ts 11,515 28,009 

A aee 5,857 14,247 

2,053 4,994 

39,859 96,955 

Beira 8,225 20,007 

aNeeo 2,582 6,280 

2,248 5,468 

3,621 8,808 

mer in 5,795 14,096 

1,465 3,563 

ae 4,414 10,737 

822,218 $2,000,000 


Dr. Kinports Accepts Call 


RESPONDING to a call from St. Mat- 
thew’s congregation, Charleston, S. C., 
Dr. Paul M. Kinports ended his service 
November 11 as Executive Secretary of 
the Luther League of America. Dr. 
Kinports came to the secretarial work 
twelve years ago. THE LUTHERAN quotes 
the President of the League concerning 
his work as published in The Luther 


League Review, November issue: 


‘ THE executive secretary of the Lu- 
ther League of America, Paul M. Kin- 
ports, D.D., has received a call from St. 
Matthew’s Church, Charleston, S. C., 
to become pastor of that congregation. 
In order to accept this call to return to 
the pastorate again, he has tendered 
his resignation as executive secretary 
of the Luther League of America, to 
take effect November 13, 1943. 
During his years of service to the 
official youth organization of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, he has 
endeared himself to Luther Leaguers 
throughout the nation and Canada. Un- 
der his Christian leadership and capable 
direction, many worth-while changes 
have been made in the program, the 
publications, and the promotion of 
young people’s work among the youth 
of our Church. Three presidents of the 
Luther League of America received his 
wholehearted loyalty and fine co-opera- 
tion in all matters pertaining to the 
work of the League. He merited the 
same loyalty and co-operation from 
leaders and Leaguers everywhere. 
Realizing that he leaves us to accept 


’ God’s call to a different field of service 


in Christ’s Kingdom, nevertheless the 
guiding influence of Paul M. Kinports 
in the committee work of the Luther 
League of America will be missed more 
than words can express. 

May God bestow upon Dr. Kinports 
His richest blessing in his new field of 
service. 

Atvin H. Scuarpicrr, President, 
The Luther League of America. 
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Reloodeddd Carry On 


Tue Church in its corporate capacity presents two kinds of value. 
In one of these it is an institution, an establishment with foundations. 

But if it has received and retained the blessing of our Lord, the 
Church is also mobile in its entirety and in its parts. It resembles a ship, 
upon which valuable cargoes are placed, not as permanent furnishings 
but for transmission and unloading to be of service to others. A vessel 
worthy of its purpose is a paradox. Empty and out of commission, it is a 
burden to its crew, an obstacle to commerce and a harborage for barnacles 
and wharf parasites. But when on the move, freighted with store to meet 
human needs, it is of great value. 

In marking the end of twenty-five years since the organization of our 
United Lutheran Church in America, we can and we should be grateful 
for the progress in institutional values. We remind ourselves of the labors 
of the founders and the prayers of which we are the inheritors. They 
committed a century and more of their endeavors to the congregations 
and synods of 1918 by means of the ministry to which they devoted their 
gifts and by the institutions which they founded and assigned to future 


generations. 
But in these times, the U. L. C. A. deems its greatest obligation to 


lie in the domain of its activities. Its symbol is a ship anchored in the’ 
deep water of a main channel. Its power plant is efficient, its fuel is on 
board. Its officers and crew are at their stations ready to move forward 
as soon as the cargo on the lighter along side has been stored in the holds. 
Thus equipped, the herald of glad tidings, the bearer of comfort and in- 
spiration will head forth into the future, confident of its resources for 
service. The voyage of another twenty-five years is begun. 


THE CHURCH 


INTHE NEWS ........ Ly & Elson Kiugh 


Look pleasant, please 


Some of the missionaries who go 
back overseas after the war will be 
trained to provide the folks back 
home with first-class pictures. 

At a Missions Photo Training In- 
stitute held recently in New York, 
thirty camera-minded missionaries 
were instructed in 
the most effective 
use of their equip- 
ment. They got 
five days of inten- 
Sive training in 

. pictorial reporting. 
\” These mission- 

i; : ‘ ; 

aries will receive 
continued advice and criticism from 
the Institute when they resume their 
work abroad. Under the leadership 
of the Missionary Education Move- 
ment, similar schools of photography 
may be established in countries 
where missionaries spend vacations. 


Churches may raise salaries 

Tue U. S. War Labor Board has 
decided to thaw out its freezing or- 
der on the salaries of church em- 
ployees. Hereafter, religious organ- 


izations may raise salaries Me haa 


special approval from the board, 
long as the increases are within .the 
general wage and stabilization policy 
established by the board. 

An announcement by Sylvester 
Garrett, chairman of the Third Re- 
gional War Labor Board, states that 
the National WLB has agreed that 
non-profit organizations, which are 
exempted from payment of income 
and social security taxes, “shall be 
exempt from the necessity of filing 
applications for approval of wage 
and salary adjustments of their em- 
ployees within the jurisdiction of the 
National War Labor Board.” 

Regional War Labor Boards stand 
ready to inform those concerned re- 
garding the existing wage and salary 
stabilization policy to which they 
must conform. 


Norwegian generosity 


WHEN a church appeals for a spe- 
cial fund, and gets so much more 
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than it asks for that plans must be 
made to ‘take care of the surplus, 
that’s news. 

The Norwegian Lutheran Church, 
in planning the 1943 celebration of 
the hundredth anniversary of its es- 
tablishment in America, decided to 
appeal for $1,400,000 as tangible evi- 
dence of its gratitude and joy. A mil- 


lion was earmarked for liquidating. 


the denominational indebtedness, 
$200,000 for a new library for. its 
seminary, and $200,000 for its pen- 
sion fund. 

To date, total pledges toward the 
fund have reached $2,515,297, of 
which 75 per cent has already been 
paid. All the original objectives of 
the campaign have been reached, 
and $300,000 is left over. The next 
church convention will havé' to de- 
cide what to do with the additional 
money. 


Lutherans to confer 


Two years ago a series of all-Lu- 
theran conferences was held in sev- 
eral centers, for discussion of prob- 
lems of mutual interest to various 
groups. The conferences were so 
successful that plans are being made 
to hold twenty more of them. 

Under the leadership of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Conference, with the 
aid of representatives of the United 
Lutheran Church and the Missouri 
Synod, pastors will confer on “the 
Christian family, post-war readjust- 
ment, the rural church, lay activity, 
race problems, industry and labor.” 

The conferences are to be held in 
the near future. Places selected ten- 
tatively are: Los Angeles; San Fran- 
cisco; Parkland, Wash.; Fargo, N. D.; 
Minneapolis-St. Paul; Sioux Falls, 
S. D.; Omaha; Des: Moines; Rock 


Island and Bloomington, Ill.; Mil-. 


waukee; Oshkosh, Wis.; Detroit; 
Toledo; Youngstown; Dayton; Pitts- 
burgh; Hartford, Conn.; New York 
City; and Seguin, Texas. 


Universalists wantin | 

Tue Universalist Church has re- 
newed its application for admission 
to the Federal Council of Churches. 


In 1942 the church asked admis- 
sion, but did not get any response 
from the Council at its biennial ses- 
sion last December. In informal con- 
ferences with Council officials, “we 
were questioned thoroughly on mat- 
ters of theology, although the Coun- 
cil’s own by-laws specifically forbid 
any creedal test in the matter of 
membership,” stated Dr. Robert 
Cummins, general superintendent of 
the Universalists at the church’s re- 
cent convention in New York. 

Universalists number 82,772 in 
this country. They do not profess 
belief in the deity of Christ. 


"The Robe" to be filmed 


Frank Ross is beginning work on 
a movie version of The Robe, best- 
selling novel by Lloyd Douglas on 
the early Christian community. The 
film is to be released through RKO. 

An effort is being made, in casting 
the picture, to secure actors who are 
not too well known for previous 
screen roles which might not be in 
keeping with the saints they would 
have to portray in this picture. 

The Robe, published in October 
1942, stayed at the top of the best 
seller list for ten months, only re- 
cently dropping to second place. 
High on the list at present is another 
novel on events in the early Church, 
Sholem Asch’s life of Paul, entitled 
The Apostle. 


Visiting churchman shot down 
Tue first American churchman to 


be sent to the continent of Europe to 


plan post-war reconstruction was 
among the passengers lost when the 
Swedish transport plane Gripen was 
shot down on October 22. 

The Rev. Theodore C. Hume had 
been sent abroad by the Congrega- 
tional Christian Church Council, as 
a representative of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. He was en route to 
Stockholm. 

Originally, plans had been made 
for sending a group of Americans to 
Sweden, including several prominent 
Lutheran leaders. These plans were 
canceled on short notice. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Underground newspapers are be- 
ginning to celebrate anniversaries. 
Norway’s best known example, V 
Posten, has just announced the be- 
ginning of its third year by celebrat- 
ing the issuance of its one hundredth 
edition. That is quite an achieve- 
ment, considering the struggle with 
dangerous occupying enemies and 
Quislings. The influence of V Posten 
can be measured by the statement 
that the distribution often exceeds 
25,000 per issue. Other underground 
papers have equally fine records—in 
some cases longer and in more pop- 
ulous occupied countries. Take 
France, for instance. A late report 
from Algiers concerning French un- 
derground papers states that more 
than 800,000 copies of at least 
seventy papers are issued regularly, 
“and cover all sections of France. 
Some of them must have begun 
lately, rising on the tide of hope that 
is flooding France; for the fort- 
nightly Combat issues 120,000 copies; 
the monthly Defense of France and 
the fortnightly Liberation are tied at 
100,000 each edition; the Socialist 
monthly, Populaire, circulates 25,000, 
while two Communist monthlies 
send forth their creed in Humanite 
(70,000) and Workers’ Life (60,000). 
It is estimated by the French Com- 
mittee of National Liberation that 
these copies reach 8,000,000 persons. 


Since We have been hearing severe 
criticisms of the misuse of our Lend- 
Lease materials abroad—lack of 
acknowledgment, appropriation of 
credit in its distribution, re-sale at a 
profit by recipient authorities, etc.— 
it may furnish a healthy corrective 
to hasty judgment to learn that the 
criticism is not at all one-sided. A 
case in point is the recent (October 
11) investigation of Lend-Lease 
vegetable seed, as ordered by W. J. 
Scully, Australia’s Minister of Com- 
merce and Agriculture, because of 
widespread crop failures where the 
seed had been used. In the very fer- 
tile Hunter River Valley of New 
South Wales, one grower com- 
plained that he had used the seed to 
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plant eight acres. In confidence of 
good results he had contracted to sell 
eight tons of crops, and got less than 
100. pounds of vegetables. Similar 
criticism has been heard from Vic- 
tory gardeners at home. 


Troubles multiply for the Swiss. 
Their country, shut in on all sides 


by the Axis forces, but now in the 


steadily closing Nazi hand alone, 
Switzerland’s difficulties have been 
mounting ever higher. Its commerce 
has collapsed; its imports are strictly 
supervised; its working power is 
seriously reduced by the demands 
for necessary military defense, and 
what it still manages to produce is 
often fashioned unwillingly to hated 
near-by uses. Yet in all this time 
Switzerland pursued steadily not 
only the precarious path of neu- 
trality, but also a broad highway of 
neutral service. It served the diplo- 
matic needs of belligerents (our own 
included) in foreign lands; it became 
the headquarters of service to the 
wounded, prisoners of war, their 
means of communication with their 
people at home; it encouraged bring- 
ing in of undernourished children 
from conquered countries, though 
under suspicious eyes, and shared its 
diminishing food with them; its pa- 
tient borders opened for the added 
burden of refugees. These have come 
recently in enlarging thousands from 
France and Italy. More recently the 
families of Reich authorities have 
been seeking shelter there from the 
storm they invoked. Surely all this 
service should mark Switzerland for 
complete, unquestioned protection. 
But it will not be; for soon the Swiss 
passes and tunnels and their traffic 
lines will be the only connections 
with Italy, for the sending of muni- 
tions and supplies and for the final 
withdrawal of German forces from 
Italy. Will Switzerland’s borders be 
honored then? The Swiss threaten 
to destroy these avenues if their bor- 
ders are violated. 


That the Church is not inert in op- 
position to the occupying forces of 
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the conquered European lands re- 
cently had an intriguing illustration 
in the Cathedral of St. Rombaut at 
Mechlin, Belgium. On Holy Satur- 
day, says News from Belgium (Sep- 
tember 25), Cardinal Van Roey 
blessed a Paschal candle. People in 
unusual numbers crowded around it, 
reading the Latin inscription on the 
candle. The normally suspicious 
Gestapo agents thought nothing of it 
until one noticed the knowing nods 
and smiles of the worshipers after 
reading the inscription. When the 
Gestapo agent read it for himself he 
found that the inscription “carried a 
message of resistance to the Ger- 
mans, of rejoicing at the defeats suf- 
fered by the Nazis, and hoping for 
speedy liberation.” That was the end 
of the candle, but Canon von Fuer- 
stenberg, master of ceremonies at 
the Cathedral, is in jail for two years 
on charge of having prepared the in- 
scription. 


Now That the Allied fleets, en- 
couraged, if not much supported, by 
the acquisitions from the French and 
Italians, feel freer to move toward 
the Far East battle line, the folks at 
home of all the United Nations will 
be expecting major service from 
them on the Burma front and else- 
where against the Japanese. But 
when they reach Burma, it will be 
the native sampan that will really 
carry the war to the enemy. A mil- 
itary observer reported recently in 
Indian Information that in Burma 
“we are in a world of rivers and 
creeks, muddy. and tidal, with never 
more than a few miles of firm ground 
in between. ... Despite the great ef- 
forts of our engineers in building 
roads, it is by the sampan, and on 
your own flat feet, that you have: to 
do most of your journeying.” Bat- 
tleships will convoy the troops and 
ships; destroyers will guard the mil- 
itary cargoes. They will protect the 
bases and the approaches, but the 
sampans in the skilled hands of the 
natives will carry the men and sup- 
plies through the numerous shallow 
streams to hunt out the enemy. 


FAITH FACES FORWARD 


Toward God's Golden Goals 


U.L. C..A. Twenty-fifth Anniversary Committee Writes 
Meaning of November 14 Celebration 


Fartu faces forward! That is the spirit with which the United Lutheran 
Church is about to celebrate its twenty-fifth anniversary. “Toward God’s 


Golden Goals!” 


Certainly, we are not forgetting gratitude for the past, nor even the 
pleasant call of retrospect. On Sunday, November 14, as they celebrate, 
U. L. C. A. congregations will not fail to look back, thankfully. 

These twenty-five years that have gone have been good years. 


We thank God for the leadership 
that marked them! Twenty-five 
years of the life of President Knubel; 
toil-filled years, for the U. L. C. A., 
every one—what an all-out invest- 
ment for the sake of the Church that 
called him to the highest office in its 
power. How clearly the providential 
character of the Church’s choice has 
been approved by the advances of 
these years! 

Twenty-five years of glad service 
by Treasurer Miller, guiding the 
business and financial interests of 
the Church, in good times and in 
bad, seeking always to sound God’s 
call to true stewardship, in his own 
life, and in the life of the Church! 

Long good years, all the years that 
remained to him following his elec- 
tion in 1918, by Secretary M. G. G. 
Scherer, until God called him home! 
And then Secretary Greever, follow- 
ing bravely, ably, in the steps of his 


sainted predecessor, building wisely // 
on the good foundations laid—surely,! 


the U. L. C. A. has had, and has, 
worthy leaders! 


DIVINELY LED 


Yet none of these, nor any of their 
host of willing co-workers, pastors 
and lay people, would dream of say- 
ing, “We did it!” Rather, God led 
His people on toward His good goals. 
- No wonder, these _ twenty-five 

years, loyalty to the Word of God 
became more than ever the lode-star 
of the Church’s life—we “were 
drawn together in the Word,” and 
from that came the ability to work 
together as comrades of the Cross. 
No wonder efficiency of organization 
became a mark of the U. L. C. A. as 
members discerned with keener eye 
the broadening horizons of the whole 
program of the Church. No wonder 
we came devotedly to love the tasks 
of the Church—evangelism and 
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U. L. C. A’S TWENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 


1. Every congregation holding an 
anniversary service November 14, 
1943. 

. Thousands listening to our Anni- 
versary Radio Broadcast over 
C. B. S. “Church of the Air’’ 
November 14, 1943, 10.00 to 
10.30 A. M., E. W. T., 9.00 to 
9.30 A. M., C. W. T.., etc. 

- Offering of “Gratitude Gift’ in 
all our congregations for Minis- 


terial Pensions and Relief Mund. 


. National Anniversary S er vice, 
Church of the Reformation, 
Washington, D. C., November 14, 
1943, 8.15 P. M., auspices of 
Lutheran Churches of the Na- 
tional Capital, officers of U. L. 
C. A. attending. Address by Dr. 
Paul E. Scherer. 


. Anniversary Publications: anni- 
versary edition of The Lutheran, 
November 10, 1943, and U. L. 
C. A. Year Book; Documentary 
Desk Book, which reviews first 
25 years of U. L. C. A. history. 


mercy and education—and increas- 
ingly caught the urge of steward- 
ship’s call. No wonder we grew to- 
gether in our congregational worship 
practices, thinking in terms of the 
coveted hour when a worship serv- 
ice in whatever U. L. C. A. church 
shall be immediately recognizable, 
by any man, as a Lutheran common 
service! No wonder we advanced in 
our appreciation of Lutherans of 
other groups, and wrought with 
eager spirit to hasten the day of Lu- 
theran “togetherness” in America! 
No wonder we came gratefully to 
know our fellow Christians of other 
communions, and counseled with 
them understandingly about Chris- 
tianity’s common task! No wonder 
we were able to make a contribution 
toward global Lutheran solidarity, 


and when war’s wild dogs wailed 
again, to join with other Lutherans 
of America, in bringing blessing and 
help to our people and churches and 
missions in other lands. 

Whether we always knew it or not, 
it was our leaders who led us to- 
ward these achievements, and they 
and we, together, were led by the 
Spirit of God. Therefore, on Novem- 
ber 14, we shall sing songs of praise 
to God, in gratitude for the advances 
of twenty-five years. 


LESS THAN ENOUGH 


We shall celebrate thankfully, but 
penitently, too. If we have eyes to 
see, we shall be sadly aware how 
much greater might have been our 
advances, if we people of the Church 
had been more alert and loyal and 
generous—in short, more Christian. 
How searchingly this fact speaks to 
us individual Lutherans—“so much 
to do, so little done!”? Our anniver- 
sary text will come home to us 
sharply, as did God’s word to Israel 
long ago, “There remaineth yet very 
much land to be possessed.” So grat- 
itude will be coupled with penitence, 
and these will exact from us the re- 
solve to do better now, and to toil on, 
God helping us, 
Golden Goals.” 

What are those goals? First of all, 
they are goals for us as individuals. 
New devotion to the Word of God, 
“willingly hearing and learning it,” 
privately,/in the family circle and at 
public worship . . . new devotion to 
the Holy Communion, every one of 
us coming expectantly to the Lord’s 
Table often in each year... new de- 
votion to prayer—‘we kneel, how 
weak; we rise, how full of power!” 
—new devotion to the call of evan- 
gelism, touching lives about us by 
the growing beauty of our own 
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Christian life as well as by our words 

_of friendly invitation to those outside 
the Church of Christ . . . new devo- 
tion to the appeal of stewardship, 
investing time and talent and treas- 
ure faithfully as men and women 
who know that the task is great and 
the Master urgent, and the time— 
how short! No Lutheran, with even 
a little of imagination and sense of 
duty will have trouble expanding the 
list. Though our anniversary cele- 
bration is to be chiefly congrega- 
tional, surely our goals must be en- 
visioned by us as individuals. These 
goals and others like them are def- 
initely of divine command, and none 
will doubt that we may fitly call 
them, “God’s Golden Goals.” 


and Treasurer E. Clarence Miller 


Nor will anyone doubt that just 
in the measure He helps us achieve 
them, as followers of Christ and con- 
gregations of His people, will we ad- 
vance in the next twenty-five years, 
as a United Lutheran Church in 
America. 

But someone asks, “What about 
the golden goals of the U. L. C. A. 
for the next twenty-five years, 
thought of in corporate terms?” If 
every member were to list the things 
he thinks the next twenty-five years 
of our history should produce for the 
U. L. C. A., no two lists would agree. 
It is well that this is true. A “cut and 
dried” program would of necessity 
soon become a dead program. Yet it 
were well if every member of the 
U. L. C. A. were to do some hard 
thinking now, about the Church’s 
task during the next quarter cen- 
tury, and were then to make a list 
of the things he believes the Church 
should seek to accomplish in the 
years ahead. 


November 10, 1943 


The U. L. C. A.'s Officers: Secretary W. H. Greever, President F. H. Knubel 


One of our practical churchmen 
recently submitted his list to the 
writer of these lines. His sugges- 
tions deserve careful consideration. 


THE COMING YEARS 

The next twenty-five years in 
U. L. C. A. history should produce: 

A department of personnel for 
finding, training, and placement of 
special talent. 

Theological education on a U. L. 
C. A. rather than a synodical basis; 
more adequate financial support of 
our colleges. Some mergers may be 


necessary. 
An all-American-Lutheran Coun- 

cil, perhaps expansion of National 

Lutheran Council to that end. 


Administration of American and 
World Missions by All-American- 
Lutheran boards. 

New synodical mergers and divi- 
sions to strengthen the “weaker” 
synods and share the strength of the 
“stronger” ones, 

Greater concern for and skill in 
giving expression to the social im- 
plications of the Gospel. 

Marked development in the use of 
promotional media such as’television 
(take the whole service into homes) ; 
radio; newspaper; official organ; 
“skyvertising,” etc. 

Mission Institute for training and 
“refreshing” All-American-Lutheran 
world missionaries. ; 

Greater stress on simplified and 
energizing statement of Chris- 
tianity’s first principles in the lan- 
guage of today. An increasingly ac- 
ceptable literary contribution to 
American Christendom. 

A stronger and more productive 
Lutheran World organization. 


Great expansion in numbers and 
spheres of influence of deaconesses, 
and deacons (specifically trained, 
unordained) . 

Unification and expansion of wo- 
men’s work. More and more effec- 
tive men’s organization. A youth or- 
ganization which will be an increas- 
ingly powerful recruiting agent for 
full-time Christian service and 
Christian lay service far beyond 
what we now accept as adequate. 

Great growth of parish education 
and its effective use as an evangel- 
ism agency. 

Development of our church music 
tradition, and further enrichment of 
our liturgical practice. 

Steady and patiently aggressive 
effort toward the doctrinal and func- 
tional unity of the whole Christian 
Church on earth. 

A widely acceptable contributory 
pension reserve plan in operation. 

Truly “There remaineth yet very 
much land to be possessed.” 


Anniversary Resolutions 


Tue Lutheran Society of New York 
at its meeting in St. Peter’s Parish 
House, New York, October 29, 1943, 
took cognizance of the organization of 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica in the City of New York twenty- 
five years ago, of the election of Dr. 
¥F. H. Knubel to its presidency, and of 
his continuance in that office for a 
quarter of a century. The society also 
placed an expression of deep appre- 
ciation of “the splendid manner in 
which the United Lutheran Church in 
America has co-operated in bringing 
about a closer relationship of all Lu- 
theran bodies under Dr. Knubel’s lead- 
ership.” 

Congratulations were expressed in 
two resolutions as follows: 

“Resolved, that the Lutheran Society 
hereby extend to the United Lutheran 
Church in America its congratulations 
upon the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary for the progress it has 
made with the Grace of God in bring- 
ing about a closer relationship among 
Lutheran religious bodies, and it hopes 
that the United Lutheran Church in 
America may continue its growth and 
influence towards a greater and deeper 
religious influence among Lutherans, 
and be it further 

“Resolved, that the Lutheran Society 
extend its congratulations and good 
wishes to the Rev. Dr. Frederick H. 
Knubel, a charter member of the Lu- 
theran Society, who has served so ably 
the United Lutheran Church as its 
President since its organization.” 
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From the Secretary’s Office, Statistical Division 


THE compilation and consolidation of statistics for the three bodies which merged in 1918 to form the United 
Lutheran Church in America was not as simple and easy as one might suppose. Differences in rules, and greater 
differences in practices, made more or less arbitrary interpretations necessary. Great appreciation is due those who 
did the foundation work then for the records of statistical data to follow. In order to get uniformity in terminology 
and to verify data for use in comparisons it has been necessary to recheck all records by re-examination of original 
data and to make such reconciliations as seemed necessary in the interest of greater accuracy. After months of 
research and study, tables for 1918 have been approved for permanent use as the best that can be obtained. Those 
tables are offered as authoritative, and are used in the following comparisons for the first twenty-five years of U. L. 
C. A. history. The figures given here as of January 1, 1943, are the figures of reports for 1942. 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 


The U. L. C. A. began in 1918 with a 
baptized membership of 1,092,614 and 
reported January 1, 1943, a baptized 
membership of 1,725,962, a gain of 58 
per cent. In 1918 it had a confirmed 
membership of 782,807 and January 
1943 a confirmed membership of 
1,239,800, a gain of 5844 per cent; in 
1918 a communing membership of 
570,958 and January 1943, 832,054, a 
gain of 4534 per cent. The percentage 
of confirmed members reported as com- 
muning in 1918 was 72.9 per cent and 
in January 1943, 67.1 per cent. The 
number of congregations has increased 
7 per cent. 


PARISH EDUCATION 


It is significant that so many de- 
velopments have been made and so 
many new activities have been intro- 
duced by the U. L. C. A. in the field of 
Parish Education during the past 
twenty-five years, that data for com- 
parison is scarce. 


During this period the number off 


Sunday schools has increased from 
3,478 in 3,795 congregations to 3,953 in 
4,064 congregations, a gain of 1334 per 
cent, compared with a gain of 7 per 
cent in the number of congregations. 
The enrollment of pupils in 1918, was 
513,499 and January 1943, 603,768, a 
gain of 17% per cent. Incidentally, it 
is interesting to note that the “Home 
Department” has shown a loss of 434 
per cent while the “Cradle Roll” shows 
a gain of 98 per cent. The statistics on 
catechetical instruction require inter- 
pretation, which cannot be given fully 
here. The introduction of graded 
courses and the use of vacation and 
weekday schools must be taken into 
consideration when a gain of 72 per 
cent is noted. 


PROPERTY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Over-all statistics for the property 
values of the U. L. C. A. were not 
available in 1918, and are not available 
now, due to the fact that the Church 
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has large interests in the property of 
various organizations and institutions 
variously related to the church in the 
matter of ownership and control. The 
figures given here, therefore, are for 
congregations only and do not sum- 
marize valuation of resources of boards 
and institutions. 

The valuation of land, buildings and 
other properties of the congregations, 
reported January 1, 1943, was 
$153,106,706, an increase of 148% per 
cent. To this the sum of $6,209,844 in 
endowments is to be added, a gain of 
500 per cent, for a grand total of 
$159,316,550. 

The indebtedness against these as- 
sets has increased from $5,424,591 to 
$15,519,787, an increase of 186 per cent, 
but only an increase of from 9% per 
cent to 10% per cent on total valuation, 
excluding endowments. 

On the basis of the above each con- 
firmed member in 1918 could be said to 
have had an equity of $79.31 in church 
property with a corresponding liability 
of $6.93, and in January 1943 an equity 
of $123.49, with a liability of $12.52. 


ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
EXPENDITURES 


In 1918 the current expenses of the 
congregations were $5,138,897 and Jan- 
uary 1943, $11,836,691, an increase of 
130% per cent. For the same period 
““nusual expenses” rose from $1,815,545 
to $5,024,551, an increase of 17634 per 
cent. The total increase of congrega- 
tional expenses was 142% per cent, to- 
ward which the per capita (confirmed) 
contribution was $8.88 in, 1918 and 
$13.60 January 1943. 


BENEVOLENCES 


It was not until 1919 that separate re- 
ports were made on apportioned and 
unapportioned benevolences, so the 
comparisons here are based on reports 
for 1919 and January 1, 1943. 

For the period here covered the ap- 
portioned receipts for benevolence in- 
creased from $1,344,202 to $2,113,603, 
a gain of 57%4 per cent, and the unap- 
portioned receipts for benevolence in- 
creased from $908,586 to $1,572,620 a 
gain of 73 per cent. These figures in- 
clude all reported contributions for 
benevolence from congregations re- 
gardless of channels of distribution, in- 
stitutions, synods, U. L. C. A. or spe- 
cial agencies. In 1919 the per capita 
(communing) contribution for all be- 
nevolence was $4.04 and in 1943 (Jan- 
uary) it was $4.43. The apportioned 
per capita contribution was increased 
from $2.41 to $2.54. The total congre-— 
gational expenditures for all purposes, 
for self and for others advanced from 
$8,832,851 to $20,547,465, an increase of 
132% per cent. Based upon confirmed 
membership the per capita contribu- 
tion in 1918 was $11.28 and in 1943 
(January) it was $16.57. 


[One observes that church activities 
directly dependent on the ministry of 
the Word and Sacraments show a steady 
increase in baptized, confirmed, and 
communing members. But the graph 
for benevolences indicates the influence 
of economic conditions during the years 
reported. Ep.] 
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Their Full-time Job 


Observations on Wartime Pastoral 
Counseling 


By Dr. John Schmieder, St. Matthew's 
Church, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 


WE pastors, of all people, are often 
most blissfully unaware of the social 
and moral conditions in our parishes. 
When the minister rings the door- 
bell, the people put the cards away. 
Roman Catholic as well as Prot- 
estant leaders in Canada and the 
United States have taken pains with- 
in the past year to assure us, for ex- 
ample, that the war has brought no 
increase in juvenile delinquency; an 
opinion that we now know was based 
not on facts, but on an ostrich-like 
optimism, common in preachers, who 
seem to labor under the impression 
that all is quiet on the home front. 


Spiritual Base at Home 

It is for this reason, perhaps, that 
so many feel the urge to become 
chaplains. So the first thing we need 


_to recognize is that we pastors have 


a duty of special urgency confront- 
ing us at home; and our men, mar- 
ried and single, in army camps and 
overseas, look to us to fulfill that 
duty. One of my boys, writing un- 
der date of September 5 by the light 
of a flickering candle somewhere 
from out the storm-swept Aleutians, 
where he has seen men dying at his 
side and others in tears, says: “I 
would like to urge all young people 
to pray faithfully, to go to church 
regularly and strive to make ours a 
Christian land so that we may return 
to our homes assured of peace for- 
ever. “This,” he adds, “will only be 
accomplished by faith in Christ.” 
We must not disappoint those men. 
This soldier, who is even now endur- 
ing hardships and misery and damp 
Arctic winds which blow down 
ceaselessly at velocities that some- 
times reach 100 miles an hour and 
that chill one to the bone, sees se- 
curity for the future and enduring 
peace at home not in the might of 
arms which he is helping to wield, 
but in the preservation of the Chris- 
tian faith and godly living. His ap- 
peal to us is not for increased pro- 
duction of munitions of war and for 


ipa tae from a paper given by Dr. John 
Schmieder, pastor o t. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church, Kitchener, Ontario, to the fall confer- 
ence of the Hamilton District of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Canada, meeting in Galt, 
Ontario, October 7, 1943.] 
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an over-subscription of the next Vic- 
tory Loan, but for eternal vigilance 
on the part of the watchmen of Israel 
and for a concerted effort on the part 
of all to keep our homes Christian. 
We may fail utterly to accomplish 
this; but certainly we shall have no 
excuse if we fail to sense the urgency 
of the task and use all diligence to 
meet the spiritual wartime needs of 
our parishes. 


The Covering Call 

What, then, is our special task in 
a time like this? It might be well to 
begin with the reflection that we 
have been called of God to preach 
the Gospel and administer the Sac- 
raments. We could make no greater 
mistake than to despise the essential 
and perennial nature of this our pri- 
mary duty. We have no business in 
war industry jobs, at wardens’ posts, 
in loan drives, and such like, There 
is a discord in, “Praise the Lord and 
pass the ammunition,” which no pas- 
tor should fail to sense. We should 
guard against permitting the war 
psychosis to unbalance our better 
judgment. The government has 
granted us exemption from combat 
duty of every sort on condition that 
we attend to our business. God has 
called us to a full-time job in His 
church. 


“Thank You, Pastor’ 


By FREDERICK E. REISSIG, 
Washington, D. C. 
Wuat can a person say to his pas- 


tor at the close of the service? The 
most common expression is, “I en- 


joyed your sermon.” But this is most 
unsatisfactory both to the church 
attendant and the pastor. Very often 
one hears a person say after he has 
used the expression, “I enjoyed your 
sermon,” “Perhaps I should not say 
‘enjoy.”’ No, that is anything but a 
happy expression. The pastor under- 
stands when an appreciative wor- 
shiper uses this expression, but he 
wishes secretly that folks might find 
a better word than “enjoy,” espe- 
cially after he has tried to preach a 
challenging and searching sermon. 
A sermon is not a movie or an after- 
dinner speech—and even the latter 
is not always enjoyed; nor should it 
be in some cases. 

The most satisfying expression of 
which I know and of which I never 
grow tired of hearing as a pastor, is 
“Thank you, pastor.” For at least 
fifteen years I heard that word of 
appreciation nearly every Sunday 
from a certain faithful member. You 
see one can say, “Thank you, pas- 
tor,” even though on any one Sun- 
day the sermon might not have had 
any particular appeal. It could have 
been very poor that day, and yet the 
worshiper could say, “Thank you, 
pastor,” for the sermon is by no 
means all that takes place at a serv- 
ice, nor is it all the pastor does in the 
interest of his people. “Thank you, 
pastor,” may include a word of ap- 
preciation for the service of worship, 
for the prayer, for all that the pastor 
is endeavoring to do in behalf of his 
people. The expression, “Thank you, 
pastor,” has always been a challenge 
and an inspiration to me. It rewards 
past effort and encourages future 
preparations. 


In Time of Celebration: 1918 -1943 


By JOHN D. M. BROWN, Allentown, Pa. 


Now when united nations firmly stand 

In arms, races and peoples, tongues and creeds, 
Together joined in faith, and words, and deeds, 
We Lutherans as brothers, hand in hand, 

Renew our fellowship in this fair land _ 

Our fathers loved, our children fight to save; 

We pledge again our fathers’ faith that gave 

Our Church this union strong and nobly planned. 
O may that greater day, long dreamed, come soon 
When all Americans of Lutheran name, 

In trustful, loving brotherhood, will search 

Their ways, and clasp their hands, and sing one tune, 
Triumphant and harmonious, to proclaim 

One faith, one fold, one Lord, one Living Church. 


The Year in the Churches 


A review of events in the American churches during the current year, pre- 
pared by Dr. G. Elson Ruff, was read at the annual meeting of the National 
Lutheran Editors’ Association in Blair, Nebraska, in September. THE LUTHERAN 
is publishing this review in three installments, of which this is the third. In the 
previous sections, the attitude of the churches toward the war, and their ministry 
to a nation under fire, were described. General problems of the churches are 


outlined in this concluding installment. 


Til 


Most church bodies have tried to get 
along without national conventions in 
1943, because of travel and hotel com- 
plications. Presbyterians went through 
with their meetings—Northern Presby- 
terians .enthusing over an address by 
Wendell Willkie in which he praised 
the work of missionaries. Episcopalians 
held their triennial gathering in some- 
what abbreviated form in the first week 
in October. Northern Baptists can- 
celled their convention in favor of pub- 
lishing a “convention newspaper” in- 
tended to carry reports of the year’s 
work to members of all the congrega- 
tions. Lutheran bodies whose: normal 
programs called for conventions this 
year proceeded to hold them, although 
more than two-thirds of the Lutheran 
constituency of the United States was 
not scheduled for the blessings of na- 
tional conventions in 1943. 

With the conventions, war or no war, 
comes more talk of merger. Episco- 
palians and Presbyterians are rapidly 
getting farther away from theirs. Pres- 
byterians have maintained a _ stolid 
silence on the subject, while Episco- 
palians have broken out in furious war- 
fare among themselves about it. Bishop 
Manning pours holy oil on the flames, // 
and as the issue moved toward a vot 
at the General Convention early in Oc- 
tober, there seemed no hope of com- 
promising the irreconcilables. (As a 
matter of fact, the Episcopal conven- 
tion did come through with a rather 
suave compromise.) 

Meanwhile the Northern Presby- 
terians have become hopeful of a union 
with their brothers of the South, though 
the mutuality of these hopes remains 
to be tested. A theological difference 
underlies this problem. A similar the- 
ological issue has come to the fore 
during the year in the Northern Bap- 
tist Convention, with the formation of 
a fundamentalist bloc which announces 
its determination to have no further 
part in the foreign mission enterprises 
of the present Baptist board. 

The Evangelical and Reformed 
Church and the Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches are calmly and opti- 
mistically talking about union within the 
decade, and United Brethren and Evan- 
gelicals are settling up their individual 
affairs in expectation of merger within 
a few years. The African Methodist 
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Episcopal Church has approved merger 
next year with the Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, uniting a membership of 
more than a million Negroes. Only 
merger actually completed in 1943 was 
that of a group of so-called “com- 
munity” churches which went into the 
Congregational fold. 


Roman Catholic-Protestant 


Anything but merger was in the air 
this year regarding Protestants and Ro- 
man Catholics, the tolerance truce be- 
ing thoroughly riven. The fray has 
centered about the Romanist statement 
that South America is sacred to the 
ministrations of Roman Catholicism, 
and the Protestant retort that this is a 
fine kind of freedom of religion. The 
Federal Council of Churches led off 
last December at its Cleveland meeting 
with a forthright statement entitled 
“Our Heritage of Religious Freedom.” 
Church conventions and statements in 
periodicals have repeated the charge 
that Romanists assert religious liberty 
as a sacred precept in countries where 
they are in the minority, and deny 
such liberty wherever they predom- 
inate. The Protestant Associated 
Church Press heard a speech at its New 
York meeting this spring charging per- 
sons in the U. S. State Department with 
pro-Romanist tendencies in regard to 
foreign policy. The voyages of Arch- 
bishop Spellman, including visits to 
Spanish and Italian rulers, have in- 
creased Protestant suspicion of Roman- 
ist political motives. 


Social Questions 


The old-time crusading spirit of the 
Prohibitionists has been little evident 
in the agitation this year for some sort 
of curtailment of liquor distribution. 
The liquor people have tried to avoid 
antagonizing the dries, and the shortage 
of alcoholic beverages—resulting in 
rationing in many sections of the coun- 


try—has kept the drink problem some- - 


what in the background. The President 
has not received as many telegrams 
from church bodies demanding war- 
time prohibition as he received in 1942. 
However, the dries have gained local 
victories in scores of places, and as re- 
cently as September 12, the W.C.T.U. 
has circularized much of the Protestant 
clergy in favor of the Bryson prohibi- 
tion bill which may come before this 


session of Congress. Most conspicuous 
convention of dries this year was that 
of the Catholic Total Abstinence Union 
of America in Philadelphia in August, 
where it was proposed that 25,000,000 — 
Americans might be induced to sign | 
the pledge. 

There is something very definitely 
developing in the churches regarding 
relations with labor. Quite a swing left- 
ward on this question may be noted in 
American church pronouncements, and 
on the other hand there seems to be 
quite a move emerging under the guid- 
ance of the National Association of 
Manufacturers to “indoctrinate the 
clergy” on the right way to think of 
good old-fashioned rugged individual- 
ism. 

Churches are also continuing their 
special interest in the problems of rural 


‘life, with an increasing number of con- 


ferences on this subject. At the pres- 
ent time a new periodical is being 
launched, to be known as The Journal 
of the Town and Country Church, spon- 
sored by the Home Missions Council of 
North America. 

Legislatures are still getting bills in- 
tended to legalize released public school 
time for religious instruction; and dur- 
ing 1943 California aligned itself as the 
forty-fourth state to give some kind of 
sanction to such practice. However, in 
Pittsburgh, where the released time 
program has been in effect, a recent 
survey showed that only one high 
school pupil in ten has taken advantage 
of the elective courses offered. 

Of perennial interest to some of us 
is the status of the church press, and 
it too has felt war’s effect. Few papers 
have been discontinued, although the 
United States Baptist, for one, is out 
for the duration. Ali have reduced 
number of pages, size of pages, or 
weight of paper, and in various ways 
have had to adapt to reduced supply 
of materials. 

Church publicity in the public press 
has taken a severe trimming during the 
year—probably without the churches 
themselves noticing it. Many papers 


have reduced or dropped their weekly .. q 


church section; the New York Times, 
for one, giving up its column of “church 
topics.” The Methodist Church re- 
ported -in February that its monthly 
and quarterly publications, mostly in- 
tended for Sunday school use, had de- 
creased in circulation. The children’s 
story papers, formerly flourishing 
among all denominations, are most 
seriously in trouble these days. The 
Evangelical and Reformed Church has 
recently cut down its publication 
schedule of such papers very materially. 


Lutherans in 1943 


Perhaps the most startling news 
among Lutherans in 1943 was that in a 
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Missouri Synod congregation in the 
New York area, a communion service 
was held in the early summer in which 
invited representatives of other Lu- 
theran bodies participated in the cele- 
bration. The Lutheran Witness frowned, 
but no disciplinary action has been as 
yet publicly reported. 

Missouri Synod publications have 
continued to give full exposition of the 
problems of Lutheran unity, and in the 
new book, Toward Lutheran Union, 
these problems are frankly reviewed. 
Other bodies of Lutherans have not 
been saying much on the question this 
year. They have progressed with the 
extension of the program of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, agreeing at 
the meeting in Minneapolis last Jan- 
uary to overhaul the Council constitu- 


HOPES REWARDED 


tion and give it broader scope. Lu- 
theran theological professors of all 
bodies associated together at Rock 
Island in early summer, without any 
untoward results, and as usual, Lu- 
theran editors remain on good terms. 
Probably Lutherans are too busy unit- 
ing in common tasks these days to have 
sufficient time for theoretical discus- 
sions. 

Dr. Ralph Long has publicized a very 
sensible plan for internationalizing the 
Lutheran foreign missions of the whole 
world, and with other leaders of the 
Council is projecting a post-war plan 
for Lutheran world co-operation. 

Needless to say, the recent purchase 
of a fine building as a Lutheran head- 
quarters in New York City is not the 
least of the news events of 1943. 


_ Pittsburgh Synod's Stewardship Report Justifies Rejoicing 


Dr. Wittiam Armour Logan, vet- 
eran Secretary of Beneficence for 
the Pittsburgh Synod, began his re- 
‘port to synod at its one hundred first 
convention in historic First Church, 
Pittsburgh, last May, with the fol- 
lowing “rejoicing” paragraph: 

“This report is historic. As far as 


I know, for the first time we are able © 


to report the apportionment over 
100 per cent paid. From that great 
cloud of witnesses that surround us, 
I do not doubt Dr. Schnur, Dr. Dorn- 
blaser, and Dr. Bittle, who sowed 
and prayed and labored to this end, 
see the fruition of their hopes and 
work, and rejoice abundantly with 
us. I also do not doubt that Dr. Bur- 
gess and Dr. Bagger and Dr. Rice 
and Dr. Shepfer—all of whom have 
given unmeasured aid in beneficence 
endeavors—‘rejoice to see this day 
and are glad.’ We have entered into 
their labors so that ‘he that soweth 
and he that reapeth may rejoice to- 
gether.’” (The “apportionment over 
100 per cent paid” refers to the Fac- 
tual Budget under which the Pitts- 
burgh Synod is operating, not to the 
regular U. L. C. A. assigned appor- 
tionment.) 


"Great Variety of Helps" 
“This year,” continues Dr. Logan, 
“there has issued from my office the 


greatest variety of beneficence and 


stewardship helps ever offered to our 
parishes. We have distributed these 
helps as follows: 
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By Sec'y ARTHUR P. BLACK 


William A. Logan, D.D., 
Secretary of Beneficence, 
Pittsburgh Synod 


“V. for Victory Vestibule Piece 1,000 
“Watch Our Beneficence Grow 
(Graph) 400 
“Preaching What We Practice .... 27,000 
“The World Is From Missouri... 28,000 


“Godly Gumption” ooo. 2,000 
SOutiofthe Day-cs...9e 1,500 
“What Comes Out of the Red 
Sidey eee eae 1,000 
“Certificate: Awards. 2is).c sta 277 
otal min ae hie OL LTT? 


Reference was made in the Mich- 
igan Synod report in this series of 
the issue of five folders by the syn- 
odical stewardship committee, for 
use this fall. And as this copy is be- 
ing prepared, October 18, there come 
to our desk five single-page messages 
sponsored by the Commission on 
Stewardship of the United Lutheran 


Pastors’ Association of Marion 
County, Indiana. The Northwest and 
Ohio synods, and the Ministerium 
have been working along this line 
for some time. Several other synods 
have made a start. The Ministerium 
is experimenting with a poster this 
fall. The Canada Synod put out a 
special bulletin for use im every 
home in every congregation. Speed 
the day when all our synods will, 
through their synodical stewardship 
committees, prepare special steward- 
ship literature for the congregations 
on their territory. That’s a job no 
one can do as well as local leaders. 


From Statistician's Report 

Statistician Jacob R, Nicholas’ re- 
port is drawn upon for these inform- 
ing facts: “There was ...a com- 
mendable reduction of indebtedness 
to the amount of almost one-fourth 
million. ... Unapportioned benev- 
olence increased over $19,000, and 
the regular apportionment paid in- 
creased over $4,500.” We bring these 
two items together to illustrate again 
a fact we have been emphasizing 
several years—that when pastors 
and church councilmen once begin 
the practice of Christian stewardship 
church debts decrease and freewill 
offerings for benevolence increase 
together. There was a time when we 
were challenged for making such a 
statement, but it has been proved 
true so often the past two or three 
years no one dares challenge it now! 


Additional Significant Figures 

Treasurer Rice’s records show 
that the Pittsburgh Synod paid (in 
round numbers) $74,900 toward the 
U. L. C. A. apportionment in 1936, 
or 48.38 per cent. From Treasurer 
E. Clarence Miller’s report for all the 
synods (see page 2 of THe LuTHERAN 
for August 25, 1943) we learn that 
the Pittsburgh Synod paid on the 
U. L. C. A. apportionment—for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1943— 
$94,108, or 62.1 per cent. So, over a 
period of eight years contributions 
toward the U. L. C. A. apportion- 
ment increased $19,200, and the per- 
centage increased 13.72 per cent. 
This showing isn’t at all bad, con- 
sidering the synod’s contributions to 
Thiel College jumped from $12,000 
in 1936 to more than $42,500 in 1942. 
The outlook is bright for further in- 
creases in freewill offerings for the 
U. L. C. A. apportionment in this 
synod for the year 1943. 


AMONG OURSELVES 


ky Matgaret fo 4G. Gevin 


DODGING? 


It is nice to put big Latin names 
on unpleasant things. Makes them 
seem remote and impersonal, some- 
how. 

The law of gravity, for instance, 
is scientific and far away. Physicists 
sit in laboratories and figure out 
ways to get around it. No layman is 
expected to know much about it. He 
certainly isn’t expected to do any- 
thing about it. 

Just the same, he does know that 
“what goes up, must come down.” 
He has been adapting himself to that 
law since he first learned to sit up 
in his play-pen. 

Juvenile delinquency is a _ big 
phrase that has slipped out of the 
social psychologist’s laboratory in re- 
cent years. We read that it is in- 
creasing. We shake our heads. We 
know vaguely that it has something 
to do with young boys “ganging up” 
to terrorize a neighborhood. We 
know that it has something to do 
with young girls in taprooms and 
worse places. Yes, it must be an 
awful thing, this juvenile delind 
quency. The sociologists ought to do 
something about it. 

It isn’t until we put it in plain 
Anglo-Saxon that we really under- 
stand what it means. When you say, 
“boys and girls running wild,” you 
are beginning to talk our language. 

Every parent and every person 
who is interested in young people 
knows that boys and girls bubble 
over with energy. And energy must 
be used, or it will destroy something. 

We know better than to generate 
great quantities of electricity and 
turn it loose without providing it 
with an outlet. What we haven't 
learned is that war generates extra 
energy in boys and girls, just at the 
time when older people, who should 
be leading and guiding them, are 
busy elsewhere. 

Parents, Sunday school teachers 
and Scout leaders are in the armed 
forces or up to their ears in essential 


12 


industry. The same thing is true of 
the older young men and women 
who serve as the patterns, if not the 
guides, of the next generation. Even 
in communities where provision 
used to be made for a youth pro- 
gram, the youngsters are being left 
more and more to their own devices. 
Where nothing of the sort-was al- 
ready under way, the situation has 
gone from bad to worse. We have 
real reason for viewing with alarm. 

And most of the time that is all we 
do. We hold up our hands in holy 
horror. We don’t exactly like to see 
the Office of Civilian Defense take 
on a program for recreation. And 
we know so many things wrong with 
the National Youth Administration. 
But someone ought to do something. 
Maybe there ought to be a law. 
That’s it. Let’s have a curfew law. 

Or, if we are more church-minded, 
we may think of this upheaval in the 
manners and morals of the younger 
generation as a matter for the Board 
of Social Missions. Why aren’t they 
doing more? Or the National Coun- 


,cil?—Then we remember the com- 


forting things we have read and 
heard about what is being accom- 
plished. We decide that a lot of the 
uproar is sensational journalism after 
all. The church is doing pretty well. 

The boards and agencies of the 
church are doing very well. The 
church is not.. ‘ 

We are the church. What is being 
done is hopelessly inadequate com- 
pared with what we could do if we 
would stop thinking in terms of 
‘“Suvenile delinquency” and “social 
dislocations.” When we start to think 
in terms of Bob and Jim and Mary 
and Jane and how to help them use 
their energy in healthy work and 
play, we will get somewhere. 

This isn’t a job for the trained 
sociologist, or for the psychologist, 
or even for the minister. This is a 
job for any Christian who sees young 
people as human beings. This isn’t a 
job for the scientist who thinks of 
“behavior trends.” It is a job for the 


man or woman who has learned that 
the only way to keep people from 
doing evil is to provide them with 
the opportunity to do good. 

It is quite definitely our job— 
yours and mine. 


REFLECTION AND 
REFLECTIONS 


I was comfortably seated in the 
library where the October sun, shin- 
ing through the leaded glass ' win- 
dows, had lured me. The gold of the 
summer sunlight was silvering a bit, 
and the warmth of the cup of tea in 
my hand was most grateful. 

Suddenly I was conscious of a 
wildly gyrating reflection upon the 
ceiling. I was not conscious of 
nerves, or of shaking fingers, but the 
antics of that eager thing were un- 
believable. I decided to ignore it as 
my tea would soon be gone, but the 
persistence of that dancing bit of 
light was not to be ignored. 

I put my hand over the cup, but 


when I removed my hand it returned . | 


with apparent glee. I felt a dullness 
of spirit settling on me. The inexor- 
able rule that surrounds us seemed 
to weight me down. I could move my 
chair and evade the combination of 
laws that had caused my rout, but if 
I returned, there would be my 
Waterloo. 

By harnessing these laws we think 
we have bested them; but their eter- 
nal working we cannot touch. We 
can only plan our moves with them 
or around them. When God allows 
us to know some of these physical 
laws, we soon learn to respect their 
absolute unalterableness—or else—. 

We are allowed equal freedom to 
quest into the moral and spiritual 
sphere and learn rules of living and 


conduct toward other men. Here the 


results of violation are more subtly 
meted out and we in our unguessed 
stupidity think we are “getting by” 
when we try evasion. Eventually we 
will learn that we can no more best 


_the moral and spiritual laws that 


God has mercifully laid down for us 
than the physical -ones. 

These rules have been subjected 
to ridicule, resentment, cajolery, 
bribery, but they stand through the 
ages untouched. 

I take leave of the small thing that 
has led me so far afield. 

—Contributed. 
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MUSINGS 


OF 


A MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


TALKING PIGTURES —The Lathrop Children run an Errand 


As I stitched a new hem in Joan’s 
corduroy jumper, I was conscious of 
Jerry moving around in the next 
room. He was dressing for this after- 
noon calling, no doubt. Perhaps he’d 
drop that statistical review of the 
Women’s Missionary Society at Mrs. 
French’s while he was out. Where 
had I put the thing? 

I was rummaging through my 
desk when he stuck his head in the 
door. “Anything I can do for you 
while I’m out?” 

“There is, if I can put my hand on 
it. You didn’t see that statisticial re- 
view that Mrs. Milland brought 
from Roanoke, did you?” 

“Black and white, with a woman 
and a globe and ‘I must be about my 
Father’s business’ on it, you mean?” 

“Yes, that’s it. Where did I put 
that? Perhaps I left it on the hall 
table; but I didn’t notice it when I 
came upstairs.” 

“T think I may have carried it to 
my study when I took the mail up. 
I'll look.” 

In a moment he was back with the 
papers in his hand. “Guilty! Now, 
what do you want me to do with 
them?” 

“Mrs. French is going to unstaple 
the pages and make a poster for our 
meeting tomorrow. She said she’d 
send Sammy over, but if you’d ’tend 
to it, it would relieve my mind.” 

The kitchen door flew open for all 
the world as though an express train 
had crashed into it. Feet stamped 
across the linoleum. Voices called, 
“Mother! Oh, Mother!” 

“Why,” asked Jerry, “do our chil- 
dren always burst on the scene in- 
stead of entering like civilized hu- 
man beings?” 

“Mother.” Mark was at the top of 
the stairs now. He quieted down a 
bit under our gaze. “Have you some- 
thing for Sammy French’s mother 
about the Missionary Society? She 
said he should get it here, and I’m 
going over to his house with him. 
We'll take it, if you'll give it to us.” 

“And I’m going along. I can, can’t 
I?” put in Joan. 

“T tell you it’s too far when you 
don’t have a bike! Besides we might 
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play something girls wouldn’t like.” 

“You could ride me on your han- 
dle bars the way you did the last 
time.” 

“All right. Now, where’s this 
thingamajig we’re after?” 

Jerry and I exchanged a glance 
that recognized Mark’s gesture, de- 
bated the wisdom of allowing Joan 
to be a nuisance, and unanimously 
decided to let matters rest. We are 
both relieved that the pendulum has 
swung back to a healthy interest in 
boys’ outdoor games. The clothes- 
conscious phase of last month was al- 
most more than we could endure 
with patience. Fortunately none of 
these phases lasts very long. Just 
when we feel we must “really do 
something” about something, the 
erisis passes: 

“Since Mark has everything un- 
der control, I’ll skip the call at Mrs. 
French’s, and be on my way. I 
should have been off an hour ago.” 

“You would have been, if it hadn’t 
been for that phone call.” 

“Oh, well; it was important to get 
all that stuff about Thanksgiving 
ironed out now. I don’t want them 
to think I’m a pharisee because I 
stay away from their union service. 
Well, I’ll see you later. It may be 
later than usual. I want to stop at 
the Roaches’ when I’m sure of find- 
ing Mr. Roache at home.” 

“What do you want to see him 
for?” Joan is always alert for ex- 
citement. 

“Just to see him.” 

“But why?” 

“No particular reason, except that 
I want to see him.” 

“Oh.” Her disappointment was 
somewhat lightened by the sight of 
the statistical survey I held out to 
Mark. “What’s this?” 

“The papers Mrs. French wants. 
By the way, where did you leave 
Sammy?” 

“In the back yard! Oh, boy! Pll 
bet he’s frozen. Wait till I tell him 
to come in. May we have some 
apples?” 

‘Tet’s see the papers, Mark. Ill 
bring them down... . What are they, 
Mother? Oh, look! Here’s a dea- 


coness—and a church. What’s it all 
mean? I see Thank Offering. That’s 
next Sunday, when we have the 
radio broadcast; isn’t it?” 

“You have it mixed up with the 
twenty-fifth anniversary celebration 
next Sunday. We’re having the 
Thank Offering Service the next 
week.” 

“Oh, yes. Mother, what are these 
round curves in a lot of these pic- 
tures. They all go up, up, and then 
there’s that hollow place, and then 
they go up again?” 

“That’s the depression, I guess.” 

“What’s a depression?” 

“Well, you might call it a hollow 
place. That’s as good a name as any.” 

“But what is it?” 

“Too complicated to explain, now. 
I hope you won’t ever have to know 
about it. But if we have another, I 
hope the church won’t be scared by 
it.” I knew I was talking in riddles, 
but I couldn’t resist the temptation. 
Joan’s mouth opened to demand fur- 
ther explanation. Mark’s voice cut 
short the discussion. 

“Come on, if you’re coming. Think 
we're going to wait all day?” 

“You can’t go without me, ’cause 
I’ve got the papers! Ha-ha!” 

“Say, Mother. Sammy’s got an im- 


_itation radio control board. Do you 


suppose he could bring it to the Chil- 
dren of the Church Festival and fool 
with the dials while I’m announc- 
ing?” 

“I don’t know about that. You’d 
have to ask Mrs. Simmonds.” 

“O. K. We'll stop at her house.” 
Mark wasn’t going to have anything 
to do with the Children of the 
Church since he’d outgrown them, 
not he! 

“Stop if you like. But please take 
those things to Mrs. French first. I 
couldn’t face Mrs. Milland if any- 
thing happened to them!” 

“We'll take. care of them. Never 
fear. The mail must go through!” 

“You're quite right. It must. Now, 
hurry along. And remember, anyone 
who isn’t here at five o’clock is con- 
fined to quarters tomorrow.” 

“We'll be here!” és 

“Don’t worry, we'll be here!” - 


ENTHUSIASTIC, EXPERIENCED LEADERS 


Forty-five Presidents of the Constituent Synods Support 


Merger’s Officers and Policies 


One could say with entire correctness that on November 14, 1918, a 
new agency to proclaim the Gospel of Christ came into existence. So far as 
corporate attributes are concerned, the United Lutheran Church had no 
predecessor. It has a new charter, in which a combination of principles is 
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expressed that had never before been assembled in one document, given 
authority by an American civic authority, the Commonwealth of New York, 
and subscribed to by individual synods whose names and corporate seals 
had never before been associated in common enterprise. 


From an historian’s point of view 
the merger that produced the United 
Lutheran Church in America im- 
plied numerous and prolonged dif- 
ferences among its constituents. Lu- 
theranism in the United States has 
reached its outward forms and, to 
some extent, its inner motivations by 
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processes unparalleled in Europe. 
Its “first synods” were indeed 
planted, but the circumstances of 
growth were as diversified as are the 
homelands of its pioneers and the 
distinctions of climate, soil, and po- 
litical associations in the areas of a 


vast continent. And the absence of a_ 
confining if not coercive authority 
permitted growths each “after its 
kind.” If any inquirer should desire 
an illustration of unity in essentials 
but variety in non-essentials, the 
course of Lutheran organization 
from 1748 or 1826 to 1918 will supply 
the need. 
To a very great extent, the smooth 

efficiency of the United Lutheran 
Church can be traced to the convic- 
tions of those who were leaders of 
the synods. Among these the syn-— 
odical presidents were outstanding. 
Here again one encounters a pe-- 
culiarity of the Lutheran system of 
government in the United States and 
Canada. Every facility is given pas- 
tors and lay representatives of con- 
gregations to choose these men with- 
out pressure or persuasion. No 
names are placed in nomination, and 
often much time is required before 
one person has received a majority 
of the votes. But the process has 
given the churches synodical execu- | 
tives who with few exceptions com- 

mand the respect and co-operation of 

their brethren and who are able to 

guide their constituents in relation- 

ships to*the U. L. C. A. 


WIDE RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 

A second factor in the ability of 
the newly formed body to meet the 
issues is the range in time and ex- 
periences of these constituent units. 
The roll of the merger convention 
opens with the name of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, which was 
organized in 1748. The last synod 
on the list is West Virginia, whose 
formation was in 1912. A synod’s 
delegation to a convention does not 
necessarily contain its president, but 
will personify in executive and rep- 
resentative functioning the char- 
acteristics of the group to which the — 
delegation belongs. 

A great advantage to all is thus 
obtained, whereby the U. L. C. A. in 
convention assembled has within it 
and at its command the benefits of 
almost two centuries of organized 
Christian work in North America. 
Valuations of policies can always be 
made from the points of view of time, 
energy, and location. Synodical pres- 
idents have contributed greatly to 
the general body during the first 
quarter century of the U. L. C. A.’s 
life. They can be depended on for 
watchful co-operation in the ap- 
proach of our fiftieth anniversary. 


The Lutheran 


Then Samuel took a stone, and 
set it up between Mizpah and Shen, 
and called the name of it Ebenezer, 
saying, Hitherto hath Jehovah 
helped us. I Samuel 7: 12 


EBENEZER means “stone of help,” 
and it gave silent testimony to Je- 
hovah’s deliverance from the Philis- 
tines. “Hitherto hath Jehovah helped 
us.” November 11 we celebrate as 
citizens the armistice ending World 
War I, when the Lord of hosts gave 
victory to the forces of freedom 
twenty-five years ago. Sunday, No- 
vember 14, we of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America celebrate 
another twenty-fifth anniversary— 
the merging of three great church 
bodies of our faith. In this double 
celebration we acknowledge the help 
of Almighty God. Let us gather at 
our Ebenezers next Lord’s Day and 
give thanks to Him. 


+ + + 


Being built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the chief cor- 
ner stone; in whom each several 
building, fitly joined together, grow- 
eth unto a holy temple in the Lord. 

Ephesians 2: 20, 21 


“You can’t build a skyscraper on 
sand.” The church that has through- 
out the centuries towered above all 
other institutions was “built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets”; but these founding char- 
acters were in themselves as shifting 
sand until cemented into Christ. As 
the Rock of Ages He permitted Him- 
self to become “the chief corner 
stone” in this spiritual structure. We 
rejoice that our Lutheran Zion is 
firmly grounded and her upbuilding 
has been steady and sure. May her 
divine Head through the Holy Spirit 
make us each as “living stones” in 
the “spiritual house” of God. 


+ + + 


The word of God increased; and 
the number of the disciples mul- 
tiplied. Acts 6:7 


- Gon’s “victory sign” is a double V, 

the one pointing into the other and 
making the multiplication, or X, sign 
of the cross. The growth of our U. L. 
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C. A. since the merger twenty-five 
years ago has been by the multipli- 
cation of its active victory-making 
members, each helping make pos- 
sible the enlarging organization and 
its activities. Each member “‘counts” 
only when he is an active force in a 
world that needs salvation. We are 
proud of the advance our church has 
made in membership and finance, 
but the unseen results of. sacrificial 
living and far-flung work in many 
lines and lands tell the story of real 
attainment and achievement. 


+ + + 


Stand fast in one spirit, with one 
soul striving for the faith of the 
gospel. Philippians 1: 27 


“We are all interested together in 
a great co-operative service, and are 
trying to make it as effective as pos- 
sible,’ writes Secretary W. H. 
Greever in his letter concerning the 
“silver anniversary” of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. This 
“co-operative service” is impossible 
without the committed will of each 
body that cast its lot into the joint 
project twenty-five years ago and of 
each member who co-operates. Each 
lends his own special talents, and 
works in his individual way. As Dr. 
F. H. Knubel illustrated at a Massa- 
netta address: “We all wear shoes, 
but we lace them differently.” He 
was speaking of the power of habits 
which we form and which in turn 
grip us. And he warned that “a 
habit-ridden life is a habit-hidden 
life.” 


+ + ~ 


And take ... the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Ephesians 6: 17 


It is said that on Attu Island an 
American soldier who had a trained 
“baseball arm” stood alone against 
twenty Japanese raiders, and from 
behind his rocky defense overcame 
them with well-aimed hand gre- 
nades. To “fight the good fight,” the 
aggressive spiritual general of the 
early church advised the Christian 
soldier to wear the defensive armor 
of “the shield of faith,” wherewith to 
“quench all the fiery darts of the 
evil one,” and then, taking the of- 
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fensive, to wield “the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God.” 


+ + + 


There remaineth yet very much 
land to be possessed. Joshua 13:1 


Tuis is the text of the U. L. C. A. 
for all of its pulpits November 14. 
“Much land” has been taken during 
the quarter century of united effort, 
but greater achievements lie ahead. 
For our material gains and spiritual 
conquests we give thanks to the Cap- 
tain of our salvation. But the “golden 
goals” presented to our vision at the 
“silver anniversary ’—be ginning 
with larger support immediately of 
Ministerial Pensions and Relief— 
should engage the earnest attention 
of our Church. We face the future 
in a crucial time of history. “Lead 
Thou me on”—toward “God’s golden 
goals.” 


+ + + 


The latter glory of this house 
shall be greater than the former, 
saith Jehovah of hosts; and in this 
place will I give peace, saith Jeho- 
vah of hosts. Haggai 2:9 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT in a message 
to Pope Pius XII assured him that 
the church would be protected as far 
as possible from the devastations of 
war. And he added: “I look forward 
to that bright day when the peace of 
God returns to the world. ... In 
common with all nations and forces 
imbued with the spirit of good will 
toward men, and with the help of 
Almighty God, we will turn our 
hearts and our minds to the exacting 
task of building a just and enduring 
peace on earth.” The church leads 
the way for the state in implanting 
the higher conception of the world 
glorious and “the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding.” 


“Within these walls may peace 
abound, 
May all our hearts in one agree! 
Where brethren meet, where Christ 
is found, 
May peace and concord ever be 
—Henry F. Lyte. 
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THE MERGER CONVENTION 


New York, October 14, 1918 


M. G. G. SCHERER 


United Synod in the South 
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Lore the Dosh 


WE deem ourselves privileged to 
indulge in a few personal recollec- 
tions of that great convention of Lu- 
theran representatives, of which No- 
vember 14, 1943, is the twenty-fifth 
anniversary. To the suggestion that 
we thus indicate a considerable de- 
gree of seniority among the clerical 
members of the U. L. C. A. we offer 
neither denial nor apology. The as- 
sembly in America’s greatest city 
with which our organization began, 
was indeed an occasion of first mag- 
nitude. The business transacted there 
has already proven its right to a 
place in the memories of many who 
did little more than respond to roll 
calls and vote aye on the recommen- 
dations offered for acceptance. 

Collateral evidence that the 511 
men who were delegates had already 
joined the ranks of veterans in the 
church militant is apparent when 
one examines the roll. It is a bit 
startling to the few survivors to note 
the number who have been admitted 
to the Church Triumphant. We lack 
authoritative data from all the 
synods, but it is probable that a 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania offers 
a fairly typical average. Of its thirty- 
six clerical delegates, twenty-eight 
have been called into the higher as- 
sembly. Of thirty-four lay delegates 
only eight survive. 


Proceedings "Cut and Dried" ., 

After reading the minutes of this 
first convention of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, we have 
concluded that, barring the processes 


of electing officers and receiving rep-— 


resentatives of the Federal govern- 
ment, the phrase, “Cut and dried,” 
was not improperly applied to the 
major proceedings. Remembering 
that the delegates assembled three 
days after the Armistice of Novem- 
ber 11, 1918, it is much to their credit 
that they kept so determinedly close 
to the objectives of their gathering. 
We do not recall determined and suc- 
cessful antagonism to any recom- 
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mendation that was structural in 
application to the new body. 

We are not implying that only 
slight impressions were made upon 
the members of the convention by 
the period of war that had just come 
to a close. As a matter of fact, if you 
look closely at the picture of the 
service flag on the picture-spread 

- (pages 16 and 17) you will find the 
number of men from U. L. C. A. con- 
gregations who had responded to 
their nation’s call to arms. Echoes of 
the celebration of the Armistice on 
November 11 had scarcely ceased 
sounding. Furthermore, one of the 
first documents presented for adop- 
tion was a “declaration” prepared 
by the Committee on Ways and 
Means and read by Dr. John A. W. 
Haas. It consisted of sixteen articles, 
the first of which was an expression 
of joy “because our arms have suc- 
ceeded in overthrowing autocracy, 
opening the way for a larger liberty.” 
A comparison will be in order when, 
after victory, the causes, conduct, 
and objectives of this second war 
have received expression. Much we 
believe has been finally achieved, 
which was still among things hoped 
for twenty-five years ago. 


Largely a Ratification 

Somewhat in the nature of a de- 
fense against a frequent criticism, we 
suggest that what is sometimes 
called “cut and dried,” may be there- 
by the higher in quality. It is our 
impression that the phrase is derived 
from the custom among pioneers of 
providing a supply of meat for win- 
ter by cutting and drying selected 
portions of buffalo, deer and cattle. 


The simile would be a relevant one- 


to the character of the reports and 
resolutions “received and adopted” 
at the New York convention. More 
than forty years had elapsed since 
John G. Morris had called for the 
union of the churches whom confes- 
sional and civic differences had sep- 
arated into three groups. A meeting 


for the discussion of controversies — 
was held in 1877 and, despite pes- | 
simism as to the consummation of — 
organic co-operation, the effort for ~ 
union never completely ceased. — 
When plans to celebrate the 400th | 
anniversary were in process of draft- © 
ing, practical, keen-minded, influen- — 
tial leaders—especially trusted lay- | 
men, put practical action into the © 
idealism of Lutheran fellowship. i 

What began in the proposal to | 
have a joint celebration of the Quad- — 
ricentennial of the Reformation led | 
to the appointment of a joint com- | 
mittee. Their recommendations pro- © 
duced the designation of a Commit- | 
tee on Ways and Means to frame and | 
offer for adoption the articles of 
agreement and the processes of 
merging. :In time for the regular 
conventions of the General Synod, 
the United Synod in the South and 
the General Council, the document 
was in form for consideration. Each 
of these general bodies recommended 
favorable consideration of the pro- © 
posals to their constituent synods. | 
Each of these received the docu- © 
ments required to merge and adopted — 
the recommendations in their meet- — 
ings in 1918. By November 14, the _ 
last constituent had accepted the — 
plan and directed its representatives — 
to vote for the merger. 

The details of this process are so 
edifying that the story of them was 
prepared and read to the first con- 
vention by the president of the Ways 
and Means Committee, Dr. Theo- 
dore E. Schmauk, under the title, “A — 
Historical Report of the Merger.” It 
is published in full in the Minutes 
of the first convention. It will be a 
part of the contents of the Desk 
Book by Secretary Greever which 
will be available later this year. We 
begin here and now to recommend 
that Desk Book. 


The "Keynote Sermon" 

Perhaps “keynote” is an incon- 
gruous word in an ecclesiastical as- 
sembly; it may carry an implication 
of borrowing from political gather- 
ings. We have reference to the ser- 
mon that was preached by the late 
Henry Eyster Jacobs on the evening 
of November 14, 1918, following the 
service of Confession and Absolution 
and preceding the reception of the 
Lord’s Supper: by the delegates. 
(This discourse is also printed in full 
in the Minutes of the convention and 
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is likewise a chapter in the Desk 
Book.) 

‘Henry Eyster Jacobs’ relation to 
the formation of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America can be 
described from several points of 
view. It was he who “gave the nod” 
when, at a meeting in Philadelphia 
on April 18, 1917, John L. Zimmer- 
man arose and stated—(as we recall 
his words) —“We laymen have been 
attending services and listening to 
sermons in congregations belonging 
to all three of the Lutheran general 
bodies here represented. If, in the 
judgment of our theologians, there 
are essential differences in doctrine, 
we are willing to continue patiently 
in our present separation. But if 
there are not such differences, we 
laymen are prepared to propose the 
steps for unification of the Lutheran 
Church in America.” Mr. Zimmer- 
man paused for a moment and looked 
toward Dr. Jacobs, sitting in front 
and to the left of him. A nod of 
acquiescence eneouraged Mr. Zim- 
merman to continue. Later the Doc- 
tor confirmed the nod with a positive 
‘statement of agreement. 

In our opinion, it was more than 
the high standing of Dr. Jacobs as a 
theologian that gave him great and 
focal influence. He had able and 
trusted contemporaries in other the- 
ological seminaries who were mem- 
bers of this pre-merger committee. 
But Dr. Jacobs’ career had much 
within its long years (he was born 
November 10, 1844) that made him 
the epitome of Lutheran experience 
in America. He grew up at Gettys- 
burg, and was a member of the col- 
lege faculty. As a youth he came 
into contact with the controversies 
that broke the General Synod into 
parts. He engaged in the numerous 
discussions by voice and pen that oc- 
curred after 1860 and preceding 1917. 
He experienced the chill of severed 
associations and felt the warmth of 
restored congenial co-operation. The 
successive steps toward agreements 
in doctrine and practice were deemed 
by him to have resulted from di- 
vinely approved agencies: he inter- 
preted them as indications of inner 
spiritual unity, of which the desire to 
have organic union was at once a 
result and an evidence. 

In his convention sermon, he al- 
lowed his long and varied past ex- 
periences to lead upward to the 
heights whence he could speak of 
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the future. He began with the solemn 
reading of Hebrews 12: 1, 2 which 
contains Paul’s admonition, “Let us 
run with patience the race set be- 
fore us.” His concluding words were 
likewise quoted from the New Testa- 
ment. “If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are 
above where Christ sitteth.” It was 
a foreshadowing of “God’s Golden 
Goals.” 


Bigger and Better Management 
Concerning the first of the two 
adjectives in the above headline, 
there can be no argument. The 
United Lutheran Church came into 
existence by a process of additions. 
The operations hitherto supported 
and directed by three general bodies 
were now assigned to one. Some 


.three thousand congregations hither- 


to sending representatives to three 
biennial conventions, now agreed to 
hold one every two years and all of 
them authorize and accept the trans- 
actions. The requirement for bigger 
management-is obvious. 

But one is more “careful” in ap- 
plying the adjective “better.” If the 
comparison implied in the word re- 
flected in any way on the consecra- 
tion and talents of the boards and 
agencies, it would not hold. The 
laborers, to whom was committed 
the work of missions, education and 
serving love prior to 1918 were as 
capable as those to whom assign- 
ments have been made since the 
merger. Some observers would give 
the edge of pre-merger boards and 
agencies because they were more 
compact. 

But we stick to our pair of adjec- 
tives, believing that the work which 
was assigned the U. L. C. A. in 1918 
and since has been bettered as well 
as enlarged. Maybe there is only one 
reason for the improvement in qual- 
ity, but that one is enough. The com- 
petitive element was removed. 


Not "Cut and Dried" 


The practical combinations author- 
ized and directed by the merger con- 
vention in 1918 have their twenty- 
fifth anniversaries next year or even 
later. We mean our boards and 
agencies—such as the Board of For- 
eign Missions, American Missions, 
Education, Publication, Social Mis- 
sions, Deaconess Work, Pensions, 
Parish and Church School. The per- 
sonnel of each of these was directed 


to get together, prepare a charter, if : 
incorporation is required, submit 
their charter and by-laws to the Ex- 
ecutive Board, obtain an appraisal of 
the assets and liabilities of each of 
the agencies under the former ar- 
rangement and, after these prelim- 
inaries have been performed, as- 
semble, receive the audit, elect of- 
ficers and proceed to function. Weeks 
were required to accomplish all this: 
not until 1919 were the U. L. C. A.’s 
operations in actual functioning. 

Any ministerial politics in these 
processes of necessary adjustments? 
Certainly not. Perish the thought. 
But occasionally an observer on the 
sidelines might imagine he had 
caught sight of what the late John 
A. Morehead called an appearance 
of ecclesiastical statesmanship. 


A PRAYER 


For God's Protection, Guidance 
and Power 


By JUDGE JAMES F. HENNINGER 


O Gop, The All-seeing, Who plumbs 
the deepest recesses of human hearts, 
make us conscious of our own hidden 
thoughts and secret motives, that with 
Thy help we may see and escape the 
pitfalls Satan has set for Thy proud 
and erring race, the pitfalls of prej- 
udice, perversity and pride. 

O God, The All-wise, Guide and Di- 
rector of all who are willing to grasp 
Thy outstretched hand, stay with us 
here this afternoon, for we sorely need 
Thy guidance. Grant us that modicum 
of Thy wisdom which is within the ca- 
pacity to administer and teach us to 
give Thee the praise and honor for 
whatever wisdom may be manifested in 
our deliberations, decisions and actions. 
Especially, O Lord, endow us with the 
humility, discipline and grace to bend 
our wills to the course dictated by the 
true Christian’s responsibility to accept 
Thy guidance. 

O God, The Almighty, without Whose 
help all human strivings are vain and 
futile, uphold our arms so we may 
know we are engaged in Thy service; 
restrain us if our plans are not Thy 
plans; give us a firm determination to 
finish any work of Thine we may have 
begun, strength to complete our tasks 
and courage to meet all opposition we 
may face and, finally, inspiration to 
multiply our own feeble capacities by 
enlisting others in Thy Cause. 

All this we ask in the Name of Thine 
Only Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


[Executive Board’s Session, October 1943.] 
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THE 


CHURCH 


SCHOOL 


LESSON 


Concerning Material Possessions 


"Thou Shalt Not Steal’ Implies Ownership 
Exodus 20: 15; Leviticus 19: 11; Luke 19: I-10, 45, 46. 


Sunday School Lesson for November 21 


One should be careful of his reasoning when he subjects any or all of 
the ten commandments to comparisons with the “teachings of Jesus.” Cer- 
tainly in nothing that our Lord said or did in His ministry among the Jews 
is there antagonism to the principles of conduct which Moses received and 
declared. Jesus was specific in His own attitude toward the Law. He said, 
“Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law (freed from unauthorized additions and applications) till all be ful- 
filled.” (Matt. 5: 18.) On the other hand, the law’s sphere of authority is 
of the earth earthy and not of the kingdom spiritual. The comparison is 
specific: “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 


Christ.” (John 1: 17.) 

It is also in order to observe concern- 
ing the Ten Commandments, that the 
place they have in human affairs is by 
divine authority. None of them nor all 
of them is a result of trial and error by 
groups and races among social and 
moral practices. It may be true that 
convictions concerning divine beings 
and social rights had been stated prior 
to the experience of Moses at Mt. Sinai, 
but the leader and lawgiver did not 
summon a conference on law and order 
by which to arrive at the proclamation 
of the decalog. On the contrary, these 
declarations have an entity and a pur- 
pose. The first is shown by their com- 
pleteness and the second by their con- 
tents, which teach man from the will of 
God, what he (man) “should be, do, 
and omit to do.” / 


Ownership Required 


It is our contention that the basic fact 
about man is his origin: he was created 
“for a very definite” purpose, namely, 
“to glorify God.” We need occasionally 
to remind ourselves of this fundamental 
in order to make it more than a phrase 
of worship: it is the first implication in 
the record of man’s making. We cannot 
do more than outline the forms of 
glorifying God that would have ex- 
pressed the knowledge, purity, and 
holiness which are the “likeness” of 
Him by Whom we are made. We do 
know however, that sin marred and 
distorted these holy attributes. 

But implied in the prohibitions are 
capacities for action. We can see “as 
through a glass darkly,” what the chil- 
dren of God would be doing, were the 
struggles with evil less of a hindrance 
and deception. It would then be the 
great joy of every one made in God’s 
image to consecrate himself and all that 
he is and has to working with God. 
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The Sin of Stealing 


Such being the purposes for which 
God’s revelation to Moses made the 
Decalog available to man, one reaches 
the conclusion that property is one of 
the means for glorifying God. It is in 
the class of honoring the aged, protect- 
ing and preserving life, emphasizing the 
need of virture in the marital covenant, 
using the products of nature and recog- 
nizing the assets for doing good which 
require a man to be of good repute. 

“Of all rights,” those of property are 
most varied and most visibly subject to 
divine protection. 

But what is property? In a very gen- 
eral sense it is all the material re- 
sources on which as individuals and as 


, a social order, we can derive from our 


earthly surroundings and make useful 
in the sight of God. Theatrical language 
has a term that is illustrative: what- 
ever is used to fit the performer, his 
fellow actors and the stage on which 
the play is given to express plot and 
incidents with greater meaning is a 
property. So man, created a little lower 
than the angels, is given priority over 
all the works of God’s hands in order 
to use them “to His glory.” But who 
can “own,” that is, use the property 
which is developed from the riches of 
land, air and sea? What results from 
an appraisal of the values of invention 
and discovery when distribution of the 
products of farm and factory, mine and 
machine, labor and industry author- 
ized? And where does one find the 
guidance by which equities will be set 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
November 15-21 


M. Honesty in All Things. Leviticus 19:11, 13. 
T. An Honest Man. Luke 19: 1-10. 

Ww. Integrity Rewarded. Proverbs 2: 6-9. 

Th. Samuel’s Integrity. I Samuel 12: 1-5. 

F. Just Dealings. Leviticus 19: 33-37. 

Sat. Godliness Is Profitable. Proverbs 11: 1-8. 
S. Being Honest with God. Malachi 3: 7-12. 


4 Nathan F2 Melhorn : 


up among individuals, between indi- © 
viduals and corporations, and between © 
“free enterprise” and production so or- © 
ganized to be controlled by the state? © 
By the church? By legalized groups of | 
individuals? By the strong over the | 
weak? | 

One’s first response to these inquiries © 
is a series of “generalities” of which © 
Number One is the declaration that the — 
ultimate title to all that the earth con- © 
tains is vested in God. He alone is © 
Creator. Man only uses. But such a — 
reply must be extended; a factor which 
we name work or labor, calls for con- 
sideration.’ It is at this point that many 
of the disagreements relative to owner- 
ship call for thoughtful analysis. 


Basic Queries 


Again one proceeds carefully, step by 
step if possible, admitting that all that © 
we are or have, sin’ excepted, belongs 
to God; we must be factual enough to 
observe that we live as stewards to 
him. We hold property “in trust.” The — 
New Testament has a Greek term 
which we might interpret as Manager. — 
But the right to manage and the wages 
of management are no less baffling in © 
their significance. 

One assertion is a truth, if its appli- 
cations are not pressed too far. It is 
this: work is the true claim upon the 
assignment of stewardship; that is, of — 
ownership. The “most gross” act of sin 
is the substitution of might for labor in 
obtaining possession of my neighbor’s — 
money or property. The crimes of bur- ~ 
glary, theft, fraud, and treachery are 
examples of this sin. Their effects on | 
individual and corporate enterprise are 
so obviously harmful as to induce the 
state to catalog them as crimes and 
penalize their performers by various 
sentences to confinement in prisons or 
to the payment of fines. 

But the system of co-operation into — 
which mankind has been led or forced, 
has phases of deeds of theft. What we 
lack is a clear and admitted appraisal 
of what is not assignable to individual 
or corporate ownership because it is a 
natural resource. Second, that Robber 
Baron practice of seizure and holding 
by right of might must be completely 
and not partially ended. Not might but 
right is the trustworthy court of appeal. 
And finally the extent of the state’s au- 
thority must be shown, and the at- 
tractiveness of dictatorships, either of 
the worker or of the educated or of the 
wealthy must be dissolved. It can be 
done with patience. 
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Ky Liinos Gohn Teaver 


Using Time, Talent and Treasure for Christ 


Romans 12: 4-8 


Time, talent and treasure are the ma- 
terials with which men work. Of them- 
selves they are worthless. Unused they 
are like the one talent buried in a nap- 
kin. The ore in the mountains becomes 
of service to man only when it has 
been mined and smelted and shaped 
into machinery. The machinery itself 
becomes useful only as it is placed in 
the hands of intelligent men or women. 
Latent talents are like unmined ore. 
Bank accounts, lock boxes full of stocks 
and bonds, wallets fat with money, 
mean nothing unless they are spent 
with wisdom and charity. 

Our hidden resources become assets 
to the kingdom of God only when we 
recognize our stewardship. Life then 
becomes a divine partnership. Christ 
is the silent member of the firm. He 
must have the controlling interest if life 
is to be truly Christian. A forester was 
standing before his cabin looking out 
over the wooded mountains and valleys 
for which he was responsible. He loved 
his trees! His minister friend, who vis- 
ited him often during his vacation 
month in the woods, stood beside him. 
The forester was moved to speak. 

“I feel like I’m a gardener of the 
Lord,” he said. “I never told you that 
I used to be a gardener as a young fel- 
low. I worked on a rich man’s place 
back in New Jersey. They didn’t pay 
me much money, but I had a great boss. 
He would often come out into the yard 
and stand looking on while I worked, 
and the best pay I got was when he 
would say, “That’s a fine job, Tom. You 
certainly make my place look like 
somebody lived here.’ The old man 
died and I drifted around till I got out 
here. For twelve years I have been 
looking after this stretch of woods. 
Sometimes it seems as though I was 
just gardening on a bigger scale for the 
Lord. I never know what it is to be 
lonely because it always seems as 
though the Lord was standing by 
watching me work, and sometimes I can 
almost hear Him say, ‘That’s a fine 
job, Tom. You certainly make my place 
look like somebody lived here.’ I hope 
it isn’t wrong to think of myself as a 
gardener of the Lord.” 

There was silence for some time as 
the two friends stood together in com- 
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plete understanding. Then the minister 
said, “That’s a great way to put it, Tom. 
That’s what this poor, misused world 
needs most of all, a few more who can 
say, I’m a minister or a plumber or a 


teacher, or a homemaker to the Lord.’ 


Don’t apologize for an idea like that. 
Feeling like that about your work 
among these trees, you can be sure that 
you were just as much called by the 
Lord to your vocation as I am sure I 
was called to mine.” No occupation is 
worthy unless it can be in partnership 
with Christ. 


Intelligence 

George Adam Smith said, “God wants 
no driftwood for His sacrifice.’ Life 
without intelligent planning will be 
worthless to the Lord. We need to 
know both our abilities and our weak- 
nesses. Some hide their talents behind 
inferiority complexes and rob God of 
services they withhold. Many a Sunday 
school class goes without adequate 
teaching because someone who really 
could teach, is afraid. Others try to do 
what they are not equipped to do. 
There was that Sunday school teacher 
who wanted to be superintendent of the 
school. By persistent effort he man- 
aged to push out the humble, conse- 
crated man who led the school, and 
took his place. Confusion followed. 
He never did know his limitations, and 
when he finally retired he was sure 
that it was the failure of his staff that 
caused his defeat. We must examine 
ourselves; we must get the frank opin- 
ion of our competent friends, then suit 
our aspirations to our talents. No doubt 
the one-talent man failed—not because 
one talent could not count—but be- 
cause he was too proud to do a one- 
talent job. 


Consecration . 

The hymn, “Take My Life,” that we 
studied last week expresses the basic 
requirement of stewardship. The fail- 
ure of the one-talent man was in the 
area of his relationship to the owner of 
the talents. He thought wrongly about 
him. He suspected that he was a hard 
man who succeeded by his lucky in- 


vestments. Things grew for him where - 


he had not planted. No, he did not feel 


toward his master as a good servant 
ought to feel. 

There is no room for “artistic tem- 
perament” in Christian service. Perhaps 
no department of church life has suf- 
fered more from this than the choir. 
The prima donnas who become miffed 
if someone else is chosen to sing the 
solo part, may have good voices, but 
they often have bad motives. There is 
a young woman from Texas studying 
music in New York City who has great 
promise as a concert and operatic 
singer. She sings frequently at church 
services without thought of compensa- 
tion. It is a joy to her to sing for those 
who appreciate good music. There is 
talent enough in the smallest church to 
man every important post. What is 
lacking is the willingness to be used 
where talents are needed. 


Importance 

Any task that can be done for Christ 
is important. It is time that someone 
glamorized the work of the sexton of a 
church. In these days of shortage of 
workmen, our sextons are better ap- 
preciated. Fortunate the church where 
the sexton is both intelligent and con- 
secrated. He must clean thoroughly, 
keep the temperature at comfortable 
level, look after a thousand and one 
details that will help make the work of 
the church go smoothly, and get along 
with people. A consecrated and intel- 
ligent sexton is certainly called to his 
task by the Lord. : 

There was a lad from the East Side 
in New York who one day dropped into 
a Sunday school class taught by a 
seamstress with little education except- 
ing in the Bible, but with a great love 
and understanding for boys. Under the 
inspiration of this teacher that boy 
worked his way through a high school 
course in night school, then secured a 
scholarship to Columbia University, 
and later entered business to win an 
honest fortune and later to spend a 
large part of it in building a hospital in 
the island of Puerto Rico. Who knows 
what one faithful duty performed will 
bring to the kingdom? The seamstress 
lived in every act of mercy, every life 
saved in that hospital. Someone has 
noted this chain of life service: first, a 
consecrated mother put the imprint of 
her character on her son, John Nelson; 
he in turn became the ‘inspiration to 
clean living for Thomas Scott; he in 
turn influenced William Cowper for 
Christ, and he continued the chain by 
winning Wilberforce and as a result of 
the life work of Wilberforce the slaves 
of Great Britain were freed without 
war. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, November 
21. Next topic, “Social Customs Favor- 
able or Unfavorable to Christianity.” 
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pF O. the Seles 


NEW PRESIDENT OF THE MICHIGAN SYNOD 
Co-operation With the Red Cross in Detroit 


SoMETIMES a change of presidents in 
the church, as well as in the world, 
brings upsetting conditions. But the 
Michigan Synod has undergone such a 
change in mid-year, with little or no 
reverberations. The Rev. C. E. Jensen, 
former president, and pastor of Trinity 
Church, Kalamazoo, has resigned both 
offices in order to accept the call of 
Messiah Church, Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio. Pastor Jensen was associated 
with the Michigan Synod for eleven 
years, coming to Olivet Church, De- 
troit, in January 1932. He was pastor 
there until April 1935, when he went to 
Trinity Church. He had been president 
of the synod.since May 1942. 

Upon his resignation, the Rev. W. I. 
Hackenberg, pastor of Christ Church, 
Detroit, and former vice-president, 
automatically became the new president 
of synod. While the former president 
goes to the Ohio Synod, the new one 
originally came from it, accepting his 
call to Christ Church in August 1938. 
As a member of many synodical com- 
mittees, including Home Missions and 
Revision of the Constitution, Pastor 
Hackenberg brings a wealth of knowl- 
edge and experience to his new office. 


The Conferences 


One of the recommendations made 
by Pastor Jensen in his last presidential 


report, and accepted by synod, ee 


carried out just before his resignatio: 

Up until now, the Conference of Mich- 
igan was co-extensive with the synod. 
It met in this form September 28, at 
Holy Trinity Church, Flint, the Rev. 
L. F. Gunderman pastor. The Rev. 
R. R. Sala, president of conference and 
pastor of Resurrection Church, De- 
troit, preached the communion medita- 
tion, and the Rev. Joseph Sittler, Jr., 
now professor at Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary, gave two searching lectures 
on Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians. 
Plans for congregational mission 
schools were also presented by R. J. 
White, D.D., pastor of Trinity Church, 

_ Grand Rapids. 

In the afternoon, following synod’s 
instructions, the conference was divided 
and new officers were elected. The Rev. 
R. R. Sala remains as president of the 
Eastern Conference, together with the 
Rev. P. W. Dieckman of Holy Com- 
munion Church, Detroit, secretary, and 
Mr. E. Schultz, Luther Memorial 
Church, Detroit, treasurer. Officers of 
the Western Conference are the Rev. 
A. C. Larsen, Lansing, president; the 
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Rev. C. R. Gesell, Jackson, secretary; 
and Mr. M. Anderson, Grand Rapids, 
treasurer. 


Luther League 


In spite of rationing (or was it be- 
cause of it?), attendance at the recent 
annual convention of the Luther League 


REV. W. |. HACKENBERG, 
President of the Michigan Synod 


was higher than ever! Yes, 140 young 
people registered for the Waldenwoods 
convention. Among those on the pro- 
gram were Paul M. Kinports, D.D., ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Luther League 
of America; the Rev. V. E. Kotter, sec- 
retary of synod and pastor of Olivet 
Church, Detroit; and the Rev. David 
T. Holland, pastor of Luther Memorial 
Church, Detroit. New officers elected 
were: Marian Ryberg, president; Cleon 
Wellington, vice-president; LaVon 
Petersen, recording secretary; Eileen 
Brunisma, corresponding secretary; 
Connie Wells, treasurer; Eddie Wiggert, 
member of executive committee; and 
the Rev. C. F. Stickles, Reformation 
Church, Detroit, pasion edyier 


Daily Macation Sesele 


It may seem rather late to report on 
daily vacation Bible schools, but this 
information has just been received. Al- 
though still not complete, it indicates 
that more and larger schools were held 


in Michigan than ever before! Of four-" 


teen replies received, ten pastors re- 
ported holding such schools, with a 
total enrollment of 596. ; 


- tenberg College, 


Blood Bank 


Some churches, upon the suggestion © 
of the government, or at their own in- © 
itiative, engage in many patriotic activ- — 
ities. There are those who question the © 
wisdom or necessity of some of these 
patriotic gestures. But Hope Church, 
Detroit, is following a procedure of 
which there can be no question. Once 
every three months, the traveling blood — 
donor bank of the Red Cross, pulls up | 
to its doors and proceeds to secure © 
about 130 pints of blood for the pres- | 
ervation of human life. Could there be © 
anything more Christian than that? It © 
reminds us of One Who shed His Blood © 
that we might be saved! ; 


s 


In Detroit 


September 19 the Rev. C. A. Jacobi 
was installed as pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church. More than 200 members and 
friends of the congregation heard the 
Rev. W. I. Hackenberg’s challenging 
sermon to pastor and people, which the 
pastors present described as one of the 
best installation sermons they had ever 
heard. The congregation presented | 
their new pastor with a complete set of ~ 
stoles. The next Sunday, September 26, — 
Resurrection Church dedicated their 
completed sanctuary 


An Appeal 
From time to time your reporter is © 
criticized for not publishing news of — 
certain congregations. May he kindly 
remind you that he cannot write news 
unless he first receives it! In the area 
that now forms the Western Confer- 
ence, there is only one congregation — 
that regularly sends him its bulletin. 
The Eastern Conference is not much 
better, but being located in Detroit, 
your correspondent is better able to — 
ferret out the news himself. Therefore, — 
he appeals to pastors and/or publicity 
minded laymen to see that he receives 
congregational news regularly. ; 


Seventy-fifth Anniversary 


Tue seventy-fifth anniversary of | 
Christ Church, located at 406 E. 19th’ — 
St., New York City, was observed with | 
a special service Sunday morning, 
October 17. 

The special speakers on this occasion 
were Prof. J. Philip Schneider, chair- 
man of the English department at Wit- 
Springfield, Ohio, 
whose family has been associated with 
this congregation since its earliest days. 
He recalled many incidents in the early 
history of the church, and extended 
greetings in behalf of more than 2,000 
living confirmands of the congregation. 
He also paid tribute to Dr. G. U. Wen- 
ner, founder and pastor of the congre- 
gation for sixty-six years. Dr. Samuel 
Trexler, president of the United Synod 


The Lutheran 


of New York, extended greetings on 


behalf of the synod. The sermon was 
preached by the Rev. John H. Dudde 
of Liverpool, N. Y. 

The final speaker at the service was 
the Rev. Dr. Frederick H. Knubel, 
president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. To his message he 
added words of tribute to the courage 
and leadership shown by Dr. Wenner, 
and expressed great hopes for the 
future of the congregation under the 
able ministry of its present pastor, Dr. 
H. C. Offerman. 

A message was read by Dr. Knubel 
from Prof. Henry Offerman, D.D., of 
the Philadelphia Theological Seminary, 
the beloved father of Pastor Offerman. 

In the various tributes Christ Church 
was described as a “modest little 


Bee cher Ve 


church on New York’s East Side, whose 
influence has been great upon the Lu- 
theran Church in this nation and 
throughout the world.” Its history is 
unique, in that it has had only two pas- 
tors since it was founded. Dr. Wenner 
founded Christ Church in 1868 after his 
graduation from Yale University and 
Union Theological Seminary and his 
ordination to the Lutheran ministry. 
The first services were held in a black- 
smith shop on East Fourteenth Street, 
and an anvil was used for the pulpit. 
Later the congregation rented buildings 
on Fifth Street and Stanton Street, and 
in 1880 built the church on East Nine- 
teenth Street. Dr. Wenner remained 
the sole pastor for sixty-six years, un- 
til his death November 1, 1934, at the 
age of ninety years. 


GOOD REPORTS FROM THE NEBRASKA SYNOD 


Tue slogan of the Missionary Society, 
“We must be about our Father’s busi- 
ness,” might well be the slogan for the 
congregational life and activities as in- 
dicated by the Nebraska Synod Lu- 
theran, with its varied and interesting 
reports of congregational life. Hats off 
to the synodical Missionary Society, 
which not only held a splendid and in- 
spiring convention in August, but un- 
der the energetic leadership of its pres- 
ident, Mrs. G. K. Rubrecht, and her 
staff of officers is heading for better 
marks in 1944. 

The congregational life is evidenced 
in the multiple activities as reported by 
the pastors. The Brotherhood of Grace 


_ Church, Lincoln, was responsible for 


putting that congregation on the honor 
list together with others in the state. 


Congregational News 

Beatrice. John Shirey, supply pastor. 
An every member visitation is under 
way, improvements have been made to 
parsonage and church, and special gifts 


-- were received from the women’s or- 


ganizations. 


Columbus. The church of which Mr. 
William Hover is supply pastor ded- 
icated a new baptismal font. Lutheran 


_ World Action received loyal support. 


This congregation is anticipating a 
benefit in membership from the new 
aluminum plant being built on the edge 
of the city. 


Dakota City. Herman Joens pastor. 
New service flags were dedicated. Re- 
pairs and change over of the heating 
system makes this congregation antic- 
ipate a warm winter, inside at least. 


November 10, 1943 


By Atrrep O. Frank 


Emerson. Pastor R. R. Peiffer reports 
the organization of two splendid cate- 
chetical classes. About forty men, in a 
visitation program, carried through a 
special debt liquidation achievement. 
Splendid pastoral work is showing a 
return of fruitfulness. 


Fremont. The Lutheran church of 
which A. O. Frank, D.D., is pastor, is 
displaying a Lutheran World Action 
award certificate of honor, meeting 
with both local and benevolence offer- 
ing increases, and a well-filled church 
each Sunday morning for the worship 
service. 


Hooper. Paul de Freese pastor. The 
church was recently beautified by the 
installation of new art glass windows. 
A well-edited congregational news 
sheet brings information and inspira- 
tion to the congregation. The Luther 
League choir is adding its talent to the 
worship services. 


Hildredth. E. W. Switzer pastor. 
Plans are being made for debt reduc- 
tion and gifts to be sent to all men in 
service from that congregation. 


Hampton-Benedict. K. Gigstad pas- 
tor. The first gold star was placed on 
their service flag recently. The Deacon 
and Worship is to be the study book for 
the church council. 


Gurley-Dalton. The Rev. J. S. Rhine 
has accepted a call to the Warrenville 
Parish in Illinois. The women of the 
churches are planning to send Christ- 
mas gift packages to the men in service. 


Leigh. Harry Mumm supply pastor. 
New lighting fixtures have been in- 


stalled in the church, a splendid Mis- 
sion Festival was held, and a splendid 
catechetical class has been formed. 


Lincoln. Grace Church, the Rev. 
L. H. Lesher pastor, is Sending gifts to 
the men in service, is on the Lutheran 
World Action Honor Roll, sent two 
delegates to the Missionary Society 
convention in Roanoke and is keeping 
pace in the benevolent program of 
synod, 


McCool. John B. Rupley, Jr., pastor. 
Funds are on hand for extensive ren- 
ovations to the church. 


Spencer. M. B. Simon pastor. This 
congregation attained the honor roll in 
Lutheran World Action and believes in 
doing actual missionary work, conduct- 
ing services in near-by pastorless par- 
ishes, 


Scribner. R. V. Davis pastor. On the 
eighth anniversary of this congregation 
$500 was raised toward the building 
fund. This congregation also placed its 
first gold star on the service roll. 


Tekamah. Paul Wiegman pastor. 
This congregation is continuing a thor- 
ough organization of its parish educa- 
tion program as well as making im- 
provements to their church. 


West Point. W. A. Klink pastor. This 
is another 100 per cent Lutheran World 
Action congregation. The dedication of 
a splendid new service flag with sixty- 
nine blue and one gold star marked a 
special service. 


Omaha Congregations 

Redeemer, the Rev. G. Gieschen pas- 
tor, installed new chimes and other im- 
provements were made. Two confirma- 
tion classes and Luther League work 
mark a strong educational feature. 


St. Luke’s, the Rev. A. H. Pinkall 
pastor, is instructing the church coun- 
cil by the use of the text, “What a 
Church Member Should Do.” Church 
attendance is on a steady increase. 


St. Mark’s, the Rev. W. W. Alexander 
pastor, received the publicity of the 
daily press in the extensive repairs 
made and beautifying of the grounds. 
A new altar has been placed in the 
Senior-Intermediate department. 


Luther Memorial, the Rev. W. F. 
Most pastor, is hoping to be clear of 
current indebtedness by January and 
all payments met to the General Board. 
This mission is a 100 per cent benev- 
olence congregation. 


‘Benson Church, vacant since Pastor 
Berhenke was called as a navy chap- 
lain, has extended a call to the Rev. 
A. W. Young of Des Moines. He has 
accepted. 
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Synod af Ohio Vhews 


THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE HOLDS HELPFUL CONVENTION 
Meeting War Emergency Problems in Dayton 


THE twenty-third annual convention 
of Ohio’s Southern Conference was a 
most helpful one. The host church, 
Trinity, Lewisburg, is a beautiful and 
inspiring edifice. The pastor, H. C. 
Getter, D.D., and his people were most 
friendly. The late September days were 
perfect, with the first touches of fall 
painted upon woods and field. The ad- 
dresses and worship services gave a 
spiritual and moral lift to the 150 men 
who shared in part, if not in all, of the 
conference’s two-day meeting. 

Three of the speakers appeared be- 
fore all four of the Ohio conferences. 
The Rev. Arthur H. Getz brought a 
message from the Parish and Church 
School Board; C. Franklin Koch, D.D., 
brought our thinking up to date on 
matters the Church is facing through 
her Board of Social Missions; E. E. 
Snyder, D.D., of Van Wert, Ohio, ap- 
peared before the conferences in be- 
half of the synod’s program of Foreign 
Missions. 


Helpful Papers 


From within the conference, three 
men presented papers for study and 
discussion. “The Christian Home To- 
day,” was the subject for a paper by 
the Rev. Howard I. Pospesel of Dayton. 
The Rev. Joseph O’Morrow of Nor- 
wood discussed, “The Supper of the 
Lord—Article X of the Augsburg Co 
fession.” Dr. E. E. Flack, Dean of 
Hamma Divinity School, presented 
many helpful ideas and suggestions on 
“Expository Preaching.” 

The business meetings were pre- 
sided over by the retiring president, the 
Rev. John M. Warnes of Springfield. 
The Rev. Richard Smith of West Car- 
rolton was chaplain. Mr. Roy Stroup 
of Shelby was the devotional speaker 
for the Brotherhood Fellowship Supper. 

The new officers elected include the 
Rev. C. H. Starkey, Miamisburg, pres- 
ident; the Rev. August Schneider, Chil- 
licothe, secretary; the Rev. James A. 
Miller, Dayton, clerical representative; 
and Mr. Robert Heist, Miamisburg, lay 
representative on the Executive Board 
of synod. Mr. Frank Boyer of Spring- 
field was re-elected treasurer, 

For the conference Brotherhood, 
which meets in conjunction with the 
convention, Mr. E. J. Thum of Dayton 
was re-elected president, Mr. N. A. 
Thatcher of Columbus was named vice- 
president, and Mr. T. R. Wilcox of 
Springfield was returned to the office 
of secretary-treasurer. 
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/ ticular field. 


By Cart A. DriscoLu 


The fall opening of Hamma Divinity 
School has brought back many neigh- 
boring pastors for the seminar courses 
Monday afternoons. Dr. T. A. Kantonen 
is giving a course on “The Grace of 
God,” and the Rev. Stewart W. Herman, 
former pastor of the American Church 
in Berlin, is directing a seminar in 
Ecumenics. His stay at Wittenberg is 
being terminated November 1 for gov- 
ernment work; the last half of this 
course will be directed by Dr. Amos J. 
Traver. 


Among Lutherans in Dayton 


The’ United and American Lutheran 
pastors of the Miami Valley have been 
quite active in accepting their respon- 
sibilities for this defense area. From 
canvasses made through the local 
Church Federation, it has been discov- 
ered that Lutherans rank second in the 
number of Protestant newcgmers to 
Dayton. To meet this situation, the Lu- 
therans have approved the allocation of 
$550 from Lutheran World Action funds 
to be used through the local Church 
Federation in a co-operative way. In 
addition, the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil has sent Miss Lucy Lawatach as the 
full-time war emergency area visitor. 
It is likely that in the near future, one 
of the housing project areas will be as- 
signed to the Lutherans as their par- 
In the meantime, our 
worker spends part of her time in the 
Church Federation office exchanging 
and assigning Lutheran families, and in 
correlating the work between our 
church and the interdenominational 
body. 

As a further step in promotion; a 
directory’ of the Lutheran churches in 
Dayton has been prepared and copies 
are distributed in hotels, hospitals, 
training stations and other places where 
they will be most effective. In all this 
work there is complete harmony of 
mind and purpose between the two na- 
tional bodies. In promotional work, the 
one congregation of the Missouri Synod 
located here is at one with us. 


Congregational News 


Mortgage burnings are still flourish- 
ing. Grace Church, West Carrolton, the 
Rev. Richard Smith pastor, celebrated 
this event October 3. Dr. George W. 
Miley, president of the Synod of Ohio, 
was the guest preacher for the morning 
service, and the former pastor, the Rev. 
Charles W. Cassel of Warren, Ohio, 
returned for the evening service. 


North Riverdale Church, Dayton, the 
Rev. James A. Miller pastor, burned 


their last notes September 12 with E. 
Clyde Xander, D.D., bringing the mes- ~ 
sage. The property consists of a beau- 
tiful brick church and an adjoining © 
parsonage. It was built in 1914 under ~ 


the leadership of Dr. Kander, when this 
was a mission congregation. Many of 
the charter members were present for 
the ceremony, also members of the 


congregation who represent the steady | 
growth of the church through the years. 


A Centennial Celebration 
Another congregation reached 


pastor, marked the occasion with spe- 
cial services October 10. President 
George W. Miley delivered the sermon 
at the morning service, and Dr. E. E. 
Flack brought the message in the eve- 
ning. 

In the afternoon a service was held 


at which letters of greeting by former © 
pastors and members were read. A — 
review of the history of the congrega- — 
tion was read by Pastor George F. © 
Dittmar, who noted contrasts between © 
1843 and 1943, and the members who ~ 
have entered the ministry from the © 
congregation: the Rev. C. E. Weirick, — 
the Rev. Philip Snapp, the Rev. Prof. — 
Paul Huffman, the Rev. Stanage Scott. — 
Mr. W. W. Helwig of Dayton, the son ~ 


of the third pastor, the Rev. Adam Hel- 
wig, spoke of his coming to St. Paris 
with his parents, and honored them 
with a gift to the congregation of three 


bonds worth $700 at maturity. At this 
time members belonging to Zion Church ~ 
for 50 years and more were recognized. — 

Zion Church was founded in 1843 and © 
is now worshiping in their third build- — 
ing, which was erected in 1882. Exten- — 
sive improvements have been made to — 


this house of worship. 


Records for the century show a total 


of 855 names enrolled, 189 baptisms, 
110 weddings, 280 burials and the serv- 
ices of thirty pastors. Pastor Dittmar 


has served the congregation very ably — 


since 1934. 


Concerning Parish Papers 


Our closing comment concerns the 
many fine parish papers that continue 
to appear among our congregations. In 
most instances the pastors do all, or 
most, of the work in mimeographing and 
mailing these monthly periodicals. The 
work is neatly done, and is an excel- 
lent means of keeping the church be- 
fore the members, and of advancing the 
cause among prospective and un- 


churched as well. It means a lot of | 


work, but all who adopt them agree 
that it pays big dividends in every phase 
of the total program upon which their 
congregations enter. 


The Lutheran 


its g 
centennial year in 1943. Zion Church, © 
St. Paris, the Rev. George F. Dittmar ‘ 


Kocky VWiewitain Votes 


DISCOURAGEMENTS AND ENCOURAGEMENTS IN CHURCH WORK 


THE amazing thing is how a small 
synod like this can stand the shock of 
resignation of pastor after pastor and 
still keep functioning. No doubt it is to 
remind us that the Church is not of 
man alone but “of the living God.” So 
here and there, and. far apart, faithful 
groups of maybe only a dozen or twenty 
or thirty often are compelled to carry 
on for indefinite periods without a pas- 
tor. They usually meet and worship 
and pray. Often a layman conducts the 
service. They talk together in the hope 
that a spiritual shepherd may soon 
come. They try meanwhile to keep alive 
the fires of Christianity. 


Three Resignations 


Latest to announce his resignation is 
the Rev. Joseph W. Peterson, pastor at 
Belen, N. M. He has accepted a call to 
the new mission, St. Paul’s Church at 
Vallejo, Calif. He has completed eight 
years of splendid service in the Belen 
congregation and rendered notable 
service in the community and state in 
various capacities. Synod elected him 
to the Board of Directors of Midland 
College, and he served as State Chap- 
lain, also as State Commander of the 
American Legion. The good wishes of 
synod go with him into his new field. 


Another resignation is that of: the 
Rev. J. M. Rasmussen at Canon City, 
Colo. During his pastorate a parson- 
age was acquired by the congregation. 
He is taking up residence in Colorado 
Springs for the present, and will sup- 
ply the church at Calhan twice a month. 


The Rev. William C. Conradi resigned 
the pastorate of St. Mark’s Church, 
Pueblo, Colo., September 12, a severe 


attack of pneumonia earlier in the year 


having weakened_his health. He will 
continue to reside in Pueblo and hold 
his post as Protestant chaplain at the 
State Hospital. Ordained by this synod 
in 1932, he immediately went to Canon 
City, where he served eight years be- 
fore going to Pueblo. He also rendered 
fine service in promoting and directing 
the Luther League Training School at 


Camp Crockett. 


The Executive and Mission Commit- 


- tees of synod have met at the call of 


President Elmer W. Harner, D.D., and 
have under advisement the problems 
of the various vacancies. Until they 


can be filled the nearest pastors are to 
_ keep in helpful touch with them. 


President Harner has brought back 
the inspiration of the Philadelphia con- 
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By Ottiver F. WrAvER 


ference for a great and helpful observ- 
ance of the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the U. L. C. A. Sunday, November 14; 
and plans are being made to make the 
most of it throughout the synod. 


The visit of Dr. Earl S. Rudisill of the 
Parish and Church School Board to the 
several congregations of this area is 
bound to result in much good. His 
pointed messages, so efficiently pre- 
sented, drove home the need not only 
of religious education for the young, 
but for the adults also. The older mem- 
bers must keep up their learning and 
loyalty if we are to look forward to any 
real Christian progress. 


It it with regret that we hear of the 
possible transfer of Chaplain Paul 
Schrope, who has been in charge of 
chaplains at Lowry Field, to the New 
York area. He has been of fine help 
and fellowship to the pastors and 
churches of Denver. 


Anniversaries 


Salutations are due to a sister con- 
gregation, the Augustana Lutheran 
Church of Denver, upon the celebration 
of its sixty-fifth anniversary. Dr. P. O. 
Bersell, president of the Augustana 
Synod, was the guest preacher and 
brought heart-warming messages at the 
two great services October 3. 


Speaking of anniversaries, Epiphany 
Church, Denver, the Rev. Albert H. 
Buhl pastor, is celebrating its fifth mile- 
stone with services running through 
three Sundays and an anniversary din- 
ner October 15, when President Harner 
was the speaker. The chief project now 
is to liquidate the second mortgage, and 
enter 1944 with the original debt re- 
duced by one third. 


A Good Work 


Our Colorado Springs congregation, 
Dr. R. B. Wolf pastor, provides THE 
LutTHeErAN for three army camps in the 
vicinity. The quota for World Action 
was raised 200 per cent. Many service 
men are attending church here. Lu- 
theran students in larger numbers en- 
rolled at Colorado College this year and 
are forming a Lutheran Student Asso- 
ciation. 


At Laramie, Wyo., former pastor 
George E. Mendenhall, now in the Navy 
School at Boulder, Colo., supplied the 
pulpit August 1, and his father, George 
N. Mendenhall, D.D., August 15 to Sep- 
tember 6. The Communion was admin- 
istered and nine infants baptized. Dean 


Thomas D. Rinde, D.D., of Western 
Seminary and former pastor, preached 
in October, 

A unique pleasure of the Laramie 
congregation was to have as guest 
preacher September 19 the oldest son 
of the Rev. Oscar Woods, who was pas- 
tor here thirty years ago. He is John 
Oscar Woods, now chaplain in the army 
with the rank of lieutenant colonel. 


A Unique Experience 

Reaping pleasure and_ inspiration 
from a visit with a centenarian was the 
experience of Dr. Charles S. Bream, 
pastor of Grace Church, Casper, Wyo., 
when he went to call on Mrs. Josephine 
Budd, Big Piney, Wyo., who is 101 
years old and still hears well, reads well 
and walks on her own power. He said 
it was a great visit. 

Pastor Bream is keeping in touch 
with forty-three service men by per- 
sonal letter and congregational news 
regularly. He is also co-operating with 
other churches in a school of religious 
education for high school students on 
time released from the public schools. 
It is held weekly in Grace Church 
which is only a block from Casper’s 
million dollar high school. 


In the Parishes 

The Calhan, Colo., congregation was 
deeply shocked at the news of the pass- 
ing of its recent former pastor, the Rev. 
Arthur E. Kaspereit, in his new parish 
in San Jose, Calif. The church made 
final payment on the parsonage in Au- 
gust. It is now working on a fund with 
other extensive improvements in mind. 


At Trinidad Pastor Charles L. Ramme 
has been zealously putting on the pro- 
gram of the Parish and Church School 
Board featuring “Christian Growth,” 
including the visit of Dr. Rudisill. The 
Christian Stewardship Program and 
Every Member Canvass is involving 
one and all in the fall activities. 


In Denver, both St. Paul’s and Mes- 
siah churches report that on World 
Communion Sunday, October 3, they 
had the largest number commune in 
their history. At St. Paul’s an installa- 
tion service for forty-five officers and 
teachers was held, with Dr. Rudisill 
giving the address. At Messiah the old 
Men’s Club was changed into a Broth- 
erhood, which immediately adopted the 
model constitution, subscribed to Lu- 
theran Men, and planned to use the 
monthly programs provided by the 
Brotherhood of the U. L. C. A. 

St. Paul’s, Albuquerque, N. M., the 
Rev. Leeland C. Soker pastor, has re- 
ceived into the fellowship of the con- 
gregation the Rev. and Mrs. M. Lepisto 
and three sons. Pastor Lepisto moved 
to that city for the benefit of his health 
after serving parishes in Canada and 
North Carolina. 
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Mortgage Burned 


WoRSHIPERS at the morning service 
September 26, at Messiah Church, De- 
troit, Mich., witnessed the burning of 
the mortgage which was placed on the 
property when the church house was 


Fifty Years in the Ministry 


Octoser 14 a reception was held by 
Messiah congregation, Urbana, Ohio, of 
which the Rev. Edward Driscoll is pas- 
tor. This was in recognition of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of 


wa 


The Church Council of Messiah Church, Detroit, Mich., watch the fire consume 


the paper symbol of the $34,000 debt. Now the congregation is debt free 


erected in 1924. Dr. F. M. Keller, who 
was pastor at that time, and Mrs. 
Keller, were among the distinguished 
guests present at the services which 
celebrated annual Homecoming Week. 

Messiah Church was organized in 
1897 by the Rev. J. G. Hildner, and for 
a few years worshiped in a frame 
chapel on Vinewood Avenue. This 
chapel was later moved to West Grand 
Boulevard at Toledo Avenue, the pres 
ent location. Kd 

The present church was begun dur- 
ing Pastor Hildner’s pastorate and was 
dedicated during the pastorate of his 
successor, Dr. A. Homrighaus, active 
and popular pastor for twenty years. 
The membership in the church school 
outgrew the combined capacity of 
church and chapel, and shortly after 
Dr. Keller became pastor the church 
house was erected at a cost of $125,000. 
Its facilities enable the congregation to 
put into operation a modern and ef- 
fective parish program. 

The celebration included Sunday 
services, at which the sermons were 
preached by the Rey. C. F. Stickles, 
pastor of the Church of the Reforma- 
tion, Detroit, and Dr. F. M. Keller of 
Milledgeville, Ill; a homecoming ban- 
quet at which an address was delivered 
by the Rev. Claudius E. Jensen, pres- 
ident of the Michigan Synod; an enter- 
tainment by the young women of the 
parish; and finally, the Communion 
Sunday morning, October 3. The pres- 
ent pastor is the Rey. I. O. Miller. 


26 


jf 


Dr. W. L. Guard to the gospel ministry. 
Dr. Guard has been pastor emeritus of 
the Urbana congregation since his re- 
tirement in 1930. The reception was 
sponsored by the Council and Women’s 
Federation of the church and included 
a pot-luck supper, entertainment, and 
speeches of recognition. 

Dr. Guard received his A.B. from 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, 
in 1890, his A.M. and B.D. from Hamma 
Divinity School in 1893, and his D.D. 
in 1916 from Wittenberg. He was or- 
dained by Dr. S. S. Waltz October 19, 


1893, at Cicero, Indiana, in the Oliy 
Branch Synod. 

He started his ministry in Indian 
where his father had been a pastor an 
builder of many churches. He serve 
churches at Edinburg, Ind.; Rockpor 
Ind.; two pastorates at Urbana (1902 
14 and 1922-29); Spring Street Churcl 
Lima, and Tipp City, Ohio. 

Besides his pastorates Dr. Guar 
served four terms in the Ohio Stat 
Legislature. 

In addition to an excellent record fo 
accessions, Dr. Guard effected impor 
tant improvements at the Urban 
church, including a parsonage, pip 
organ, and a $17,000 program of im 
provements. 


Improvements in Chester 


Sunday School 


ALTERATIONS and additions in thi 
primary department of Holy Trinit 
Sunday School, Chester, Pa., were re 
cently completed. This large room ha 
been repainted and refurnished t 
brighten up a formerly dull depart: 
ment. Extraneous equipment of othe 
organizations was removed and re: 
placed by new children’s furniture. / 
lovely white altar was dedicated an 
placed in the worship center. Pictur 
screens, blackboard, equipment cabinet 
new work tables, religious wall pic: 
tures, window drapes, new fibre rug 
and full-length curtains separatin; 
three classes, combined to make ; 
beautiful and attractive department fo: 
work with children from three to nin\ 
years of age. Many hours of plannin; 
by the members of the Sunday schoo 
staff, headed by Mr. W. R. Snell, super- 
intendent, preceded -the real work o 
renovation. By Rally Day all wa 
ready for reconsecration and dedica- 


The Primary Department of Holy Trinity Sunday School, Chester, Pa., enjoys worshiping 
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in their renovated meeting place with its attractive altar ~ 


The Lutherai 


If You're Going to 
the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF 
CURRENT FILMS 


PREPARED BY INDEPENDENT FILMSCORES, 
A PRIVATE REVIEWING SERVICE. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Bambi, Hit the Ice, The 
Human Comedy, In Which We Serve, My 
Friend Flicka, The Pride of the Yankees, 
Report from the Aleutians, Saludos Amigos, 
This Is the Army. 

For Mature Audience: Action in the 
North Atlantic, Casablanca, Claudia, The 
Constant Nymph, Desert Victory, Five 
Graves to Cairo, Holy Matrimony, Mission 
to Moscow, The More the Merrier, The 
Ox-Bow Incident, Random Harvest, Sha- 
dow of a Doubt, Tennessee Johnson, This 
Land Is Mine, Watch on the Rhine, The 
Young Mr. Pitt. 


NEW PICTURES 


Bomber’s Moon (Fox). Annabella, G. 
Montgomery, Kent Taylor. Melodrama. 
Miraculous adventure as American pilot 
and Soviet girl escape from German prison 
to England. Most preposterous of many 
“escape from Germany” films, this lacks 
skill, excitement which can often make 
such yarns convincing entertainment. It 
all happens with greatest of ease. M, Y. 

Destroyer (Col.). E. Buchanan, Glenn 
Ford, E. G. Robinson. Melodrama. Love of 
petty officer for destroyer persists through 
ship’s “jinx” reputation to triumph when, 
carrying mail, it beats off enemy attack, 


prevents raid on mainland. Story and per- 
formances decidedly adolescent compared 
with films like “Action in the North At- 
lantic” and “In Which We Serve,” but if 
observed uncritically proves an ‘exciting 
action film. M, Y. 

Petticoat Larceny (RKO). Joan Carroll, 
Ruth Warrick. Comedy. Child radio star 
gets tangled up with gangsters when she 
seeks to find out how “other half” lives. 
Unsavory background and people mar film 
which turns out very much like the phony 
“Orphan Annie” type of serial at which 
girl is supposed to rebel. 

The. Sky’s the Limit (RKO). Fred 
Astaire, R. Benchley, Joan Leslie. Comedy 
with a few interludes of song and dance 
hung on thread of plot about “Flying 
Tiger” seeking anonymity. A lightweight 
film, made amusing by constant repartee 
and comic Benchley monologues. Consider- 
able objectionable and unnecessary drink- 
ing scenes, too few dances by the star. 
VGA 

Sweet Rosie O’Grady (Fox). R. Gardiner, 
Betty Grable, Robert Young. Musical. 
Adventures of musical comedy star of 80’s 
whose obscure origins rise to plague her 
until she decides they don’t matter, falls in 
love with Irish reporter who publicized 
them. A gay bit of brightly technicolored 
fluff, lightweight but fairly entertaining. 
M; Y. 

Swing Shift Masie (MGM). James Craig, 
Jean Rogers, Ann Sothern. Comedy. Maisie 
helps build airplanes despite treachery of 
her roommate, temporary romantic heart- 
break, accusation of espionage, etc. An- 
other simple, humorous entry in series 
about the slangy, resourceful showgirl 
with the heart of gold. Pleasant comedy. 
M, Y. 


“M” means “may appeal to mature audience” 
“Y” means “may appeal to youth” 


tion. At an impressive service Pastor 
George B. Ammon performed the act 
of blessing and reconsecration. 

The most attractive part of the de- 
partment is the children’s altar, ap- 
pointed by friends of the children. Gifts 
include an altar cross, brass candle- 
sticks and vases, fair linen and offering 
plates. 

Renewed interest, zeal and enthu- 
siasm have been part of the happy re- 
sult of these changes.. Teachers and 
pupils find an atmosphere for worship 
and for work. Not only have the teach- 
ers been aided in their work, but the 
-department is growing and the chil- 
dren are more eager to come to Sunday 
school. ° G. B. Ammon. 


‘Lutheran Nurses’ Guild 


More than 1,100 Lutheran nurses are 
known to be in training or in profes- 
sional service in the Twin Cities of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn. At the 
September meeting of the Guild a new 
constitution was adopted. The officers 
elected were: Gertrude Lewison, Fair- 
view Hospital, president; Dagny Tung- 
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seth, Deaconess Hospital, vice-pres- 
ident; Lois Lindgren, General Hospital, 
secretary; Arona Olestad, Swedish Hos- 
pital, treasurer. 

The Guild’s advisory council in- 
cludes Dr. Hermina Hartig, physician 
of the Minneapolis Public Schools and 
member of the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors; Miss Elizabeth Lokken, stu- 
dent counselor, Fairview; Miss Bertha 
Lunde, science instructor, Deaconess; 
the Rev. E. V. Stime, instructor, Lu- 
theran Bible Institute; the Rev. Carl E. 
Lund-Quist, Executive Director of the 
Foundation. 

The Lutheran Student Foundation 
has committed itself to serving the 
needs of nurses by giving one of the 
staff members, Miss Phyllis Wittmer, 
time for this work. Plans are being 
laid for organizing groups of nurses in 
the non-Lutheran hospitals. 

The Reformation Rally, in which 
representatives from fifteen nurses’ 
training schools participated, was fol- 
lowed by a reception for the new of- 
ficers. There will be three other gen- 
eral meetings, including the annual 
Ash Wednesday Communion Service. 
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Devotional 
Classic 


of Our Time 


E. STANLEY JONES’ 


Abundant 


Living 


Here is a daily rationing of 
spiritual vitamins to renew 
your confidence in yourself 
and your faith in the healing 
power of God’s love and 
mercy. 


A practical application of di- 
vine resources, ABUNDANT 
Livinc shows you how right 
thinking heals the body as 
well as the spirit. It will 
help you, as it has already 
helped thousands, to live... 
more abundantly! 


If you want a book that 
begins where you find your- 
self now and helps you ac- 
quire mental and _ spiritual 
maturity—needed now as 
fiever before—it’s time to 
read ABunpant Livinel 


Total Printings 
Now Over 200,000! 


A Book to Own— 
A Book to Give! 


ONLY 


al 


384 PAGES— POCKET SIZE 


At Your Bookstore 
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U. $. ARMY CHAPLAIN WRITES— 


“May I take this very short note in which to express my sincere 
appreciation for your continued sending of ‘The Lutheran’ to me? It 
is like a breath from home, a recall to the things, places, and work we 
love. Here we have very limited resources and we learn to turn to our 
Bible alone. But, it is so very pleasant to have a continued touch with 
the Church at home, and I can think of nothing that can supply it as 
adequately as ‘The Lutheran.’ 


As soon as the publication arrives I read it quickly and with con- 
centration and then pass it on to some of the Lutheran men in my unit. 
They find this touch refreshing sea and after reading it themselves 
gladly pass it on to another. 


There are certain articles which of course impress us most under 
these conditions. They are the ones touching on post-war ideas and 
ideals and how the Church hopes to face them. We of course have 
definite impressions in these matters from this point where we can see 
the States in entire perspective, and also come in constant contact with 
some of our Allies. Also we find extreme interest in those articles re- 
lated to actual Christian living, faith, and vital concepts of the indi- 
vidual soul. In our present living conditions the maintaining of the 
faith is an individualistic and hearty process and printed items relating 
thereto are heartily digested. 


Again, I say, thank you, and wish you every blessing in the work 
of the Kingdom through the press.” 
Cordially, Gideon E. Wick. 


These words of appreciation of THE LUTHERAN should impel every 
congregation to double the number of its subscribers during the present 
Subscription Campaign. 


AFTER THE ARMISTICE? 


There was much talk about "permanent peace" follow- 
ing World War |. Subsequent events have made people 
wonder if permanent peace is a possibility or a dream. 


In his book— j 
ra 


CHRISTIAN WORLD ACTION 


O. Frederick Nolde discusses problems related to peace and 
focuses attention upon significant issues arising out of world 
conditions. His aim is to aid the individual who is intelligently 
seeking a way in which the Christian may make his contribution 
to world order. 


APPROVED 
BY THE BOARD OF 
SOCIAL MISSIONS 
AS A TEXT FOR 
STUDY GROUPS 
ON POosT WAR 
PROBLEMS 


Now IN 
SECOND EDITION 
WITH REVISIONS 
TO INCLUDE ANY 
CHANGES ON THE 

WORLD SCENE 
Up TO AUGUST 


Price—40 cents each; 30 cents in orders of a dozen or more. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
PITTSBURGH 


CHICAGO COLUMBIA 


From Mission Board 


Representative to Pastor 


The Rev. George A. Hagedorn, who 
since August 15 has supplied the pulpit 
of Immanuel Church, Meriden, Conn., 
was unanimously called to become pas- 
tor of the congregation at a special con- 
gregational meeting held October 13. 
He has accepted the call, and his wife 
will join him when the renovation of 
the parsonage is completed. 

Since 1931 Mr. Hagedorn’s special 


‘talents have been employed by the 


Board of American Missions in behalf 
of congregations with special problems. 
His talents were often sought by other 
agencies of the Church also. In 1941 his 
services were requested by the National 
Lutheran Council for the specific pur- 
pose of organizing Lutheran Service 
Centers in communities adjacent to 
great army and navy camps. The first 
Lutheran Service Center in Alexandria, 
La., was dedicated in May 1941. Others 
were opened in Tullahoma, Tenn.; 
Hattiesburg, Miss.; Columbus, Ga; 
Charleston, S. .C.; Columbia, S. C3 
Anniston, Ala., and other places where 
large concentration of troops prevailed. 

Recently Mr. Hagedorn conducted a 
survey to ascertain the needs of the 
war migrants—those millions who left 
their homes to serve their country in- 
the construction of army camps and 
defense plants. This study and survey 
produced a plan which is now in opera- 
tion. The wives and children of the 
migrant war workers are contacted, and» 
means for worship, care and recreation 
are provided them. The first unit in- 
this important phase of Christian work 
was established in Ypsilanti, Mich. 

More recently Mr. Hagedorn’s serv-=— 
ices were requested by the president of 
the United Synod of New York in be- 
half of Immanuel Church, Meriden, 
During the first few weeks of his serv-— 
ice here his sincere efforts toward 
building new growth in the spiritual 
life of the church so enthused the mem- 
bers that they requested their pulpit 
committee to endeavor to obtain Mr. 
Hagedorn’s release from the Board of) 
American Missions in order that he 
might become their regular pastor. This; 
request was graciously granted. 

The Rev. Henry T. McKnight, pres- 
ident of the New England Conference: 
of the United Synod of New York and 
pastor of Emanuel Church, New 
Haven, Conn., was assisted by the fol-. 
lowing clergymen at the installation 
service November 7: President Samuel) 
Trexler of the synod gave the charge 
to the pastor; and Dr. Paul Andrew 
Kirsch, assistant executive secretary of 
the Board of American Missions, for- 
merly pastor of this congregation, gave: 


the charge to the congregation. 


The Lutheran» 


ERSONAL 


OcToBEeR 3 marked the exact date of 
the twentieth anniversary of the or- 
dination of Russell F. Auman, D.D., 
_ pastor of the Church of the Redeemer, 
) Scarsdale, N. Y. Dr. Clarence C. 
Stoughton, president of Wagner Col- 
lege, preached at the morning service 
and the church was filled to hear him 
and pay respect to their pastor. A $100 
War Bond was presented to the pastor. 
“In honor of his beloved wife,” whe has 
shared in the successful work of the 
parish, he presented the bond to the 
Church Building Fund. The pastor was 
also the recipient of gifts from the 
church council and the Sunday school 
in appreciation of his faithful service. 


The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
ordination to the gospel ministry of the 
Rev. Fred Crossland was observed at 
Advent Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., of 
which he is pastor, on the evening of 
October 22. 

An interesting program was carried 
out by the young people of the church, 
and the church hall was filled to over- 
flowing with members of the congrega- 
tion and friends. Pastor Crossland was 
the recipient of a cash gift from the 
congregation and his wife received a 
basket of twenty-five roses. 

An appreciated greeting came from 
the pastor’s son, Fred, who is serving 
in the U. S. Signal Corps. Mr. W. C. 
Fiest, president of the church council, 
was master of ceremonies. The guest 
speakers were the Rev. Charles J. 
Anderson, chaplain of the Army Cor- 
poration; the Rev. Samuel Kornmann, 
director of the Brooklyn Lutheran In- 
ner Mission; and the Rev. Harry 
Pfunke, pastor of St. James Church. 

Mr. Crossland has been pastor at 

Advent Church for nineteen years. 


The Rev. Wade M. Koons was in- 
stalled as pastor of Christ Church, 
Carey, Ohio, September 26. The charge 
to the pastor was given by Dr. E. E. 
Flack, dean of Hamma Divinity School 
at Springfield, Ohio. The charge to the 
congregation was given and the instal- 
lation performed by the president of the 
Synod of Ohio, Dr. George W. Miley. 


Third Meeting of 


' Executive Board 
(Continued from page 2) 
House at 231 Madison Avenue. In that 


connection a proposal to appoint a local 
advisory committee, to assist in prac- 


tical matters pertaining to the new , 


Church House, was approved and a 
committee of three local laymen was 
appointed. 

In connection with the report con- 
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—The Christian Century. 


ton Star. 


cerning the purchase of the new 
Church House, the secretary was in- 
structed to prepare a proper resolution 
of appreciation for the fine co-opera- 
tion on the part of the Board of Pub- 
lication which made the purchase of the 
new Church House a possibility. 


War Emergency Fund 


The following recommendation from 
the Finance Committee was adopted: 

“That the Board of Social Missions be 
requested to approve of the with- 
holding of $625 from the amount due 
to them each quarter beginning July 
1, 1943, and ending December 31, 
1944, and that the amount withheld 
be given to the American Bible So- 
ciety; 

“That the Boards of American Mis- 
sions and Foreign Missions be re- 
quested to approve of the withhold- 
ing of $15,000 each quarter beginning 
July 1, 1943, and ending December 
31, 1944, and that the amount ac- 
cumulated, to be known as the ‘War 
Emergency Fund,’ be expended only 
for emergencies due to the war and 
only on the authority of the Execu- 
tive Board. When the necessity of 
such fund shall cease, any balance re- 
maining in it is to be returned to the 
two contributing Boards.” 


Twenty-fifth Anniversary 


The committee on the observance of 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the or- 
ganization of the U. L..C. A. made a 
full report of progress, indicating a 
most heartening response from congre- 
gations. The plan to make this observ- 
ance emphatically a congregational ob- 
servance was most heartily approved. 

It was reported by the committee that 
tentative plans had been made for a 
special observance of the anniversary 
on November 14 in the Church of the 
Reformation at Washington, D. C. It 
was also explained that the arrange- 
ment for a broadcast on the morning of 
the fourteenth, from New York, was 
intended primarily for people who can- 
not attend the services in their own 
churches and that it should in no wise 
interfere with the congregational ob- 
servance of the event. 


GOD’S LIVING TRUTHS 


By LEANDER M. ZIMMERMAN 
Cloth Bound a 


A book in which the soul weary may be led beside the still waters 
and find peace. Great truths from 58 great texts. 


“Book of edifying one-page comments on selected texts of scripture.” 
“Excellent devotional reading for the whole family.”—The Washing- 


. ORDER FROM 
The United Lutheran Publication House 1228 spruce st., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Postpaid, Fifty Cents 


Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern - 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, ma 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


Office and Salesroom 


J.M. HALL, INC. 14.W. doth St., New York 


Tel. CHickering 4-3306 
Address all correspondence to Miss J. Hall, 
Delhi, New York. Tel. Delhi 33F21 


* CHURCH 
FURNITURE 


CHANCEL ALTERATIONS 
+ Gold Leaf Crosses - 
«Wood Memorial Tablets - 


DeELONG&De LONG 


ISO5 RACE ST. = PHILADELPHIA-PA. V4 


2204 ALLEN *ST 
ALLENTOWN - PA 


115-25 METROPOLITAN -AVE 
KEW-GARDENS-NEW YORK 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Marke: mmunion Linens 
Embroideries—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 she taets ad clergy 1943 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 23ro STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y 


PIANO INSTRUCTION 
Ministers, Students and Church Workers 
Learn the professional and thorough course in 
Hymn playing. 

Musical Academy Graduate 
Write: A. J. A., c/o “The Lutheran” 

1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Elections 


Harry B. Stock, D.D,, was elected a 
member of the Commission of Adjudi- 
cation for the term expiring 1948; and 
Mr. Henry A. Melander was elected a 
member of the Investment Commission 
for the term expiring 1944. 
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HE WAS PAID 
MORE THAN $800 
LAST MONTH 


@e Lutheran Brotherhood repre- 
sentative was paid more than 
$800 in cash for last month, and others 
were paid from $300.00 to $600.00. 
Approximately equal amounts payable 
in future years are in addition. The 
leader had worked less than one year, 
and some less than two years. Part time 
agents also are earning good money 
and many get more for each hour they 
work than for any other work they do. 


This and more is possible because 
the Lutheran Brotherhood, in advanc- 
ing the cause of the Lutheran church, 
and in providing sound, adequate and 
economical life insurance to assist wid- 
ows, orphans, the aged and other ben- 
eficiaries, believes that the work .for 
the church and for these beneficiaries 
should be the best and as adequately 
paid as in any other important business. 


In applying this principle we find 
that Lutherans buy Lutheran Brother- 
hood insurance more readily, keep it 
up more permanently and enjoy the 
lowest net cost. They have the gains 
and savings from uniformly satisfactory 
net investment earnings, a low death 


rate, and economy in operation. They 
are more than satisfied with the greater 
privileges and benefits of its contracts, 
and with the added safeguards to un- 
interrupted operation and perma- 
nency, which equal or exceed those of 
the largest and best life insurance or- 
ganizations in the United States. 


In the management it is the aim of the 
Lutheran Brotherhood to have men 
who bring, first of all, honesty, loyalty 
and unselfish service to’ the Lutheran 
Brotherhood and its basic purposes, 
with the best training and experience 
in life insurance and in investments. 


The combined results are cooperat- 
ing policyholders who alone own the 
Lutheran Brotherhood. 


Lutheran Brotherhood accepts any 
insurable Lutheran. It has places for 
Lutheran men and women who will 
live up to its principles and will do real 
work as its representatives, either. full 
time, or part time as permitted by other 
duties. Each fixes his own pay by his 
work and the results. 


lf you are interested or know of 
someone interested, write, giving age, 
family status, present and past ocaupa- 
tions, schooling, and the names and 
addresses of pastor or two other Lu- 
therans. Address Lutheran Brother- 
hood, Legal Reserve Life Insurance, 
608 Second Avenue South Minneap- 
olis 2, Minnetou—tAdyo 


by WALTER RUSSELL Bowle 


The vast drama of the creation and 
the panoramic movement of Biblical 
history told with convincing skill 
and deep reverence. Young and old 
alike will yield to its charm. 
Richly illustrated in color. 
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DAG A Bere Dead 


An Associated Press release under 
date of October 28 reported the death 
on October 27 of Dr. Gustave A. Benze 
of Erie, Pa., pastor of St. John’s Lu- 
theran Church. His pastorate of this 
congregation dates from 1891, when he 


succeeded his father, and continued a- 


family’s ministry that began in 1872. 

Dr. Benze was seventy-five years old, 
but his physical health enabled him to 
be active in the performance of min- 
isterial duties. In fact, his death came 
suddenly; he was present at a children’s 
Hallowe’en party which took place in 
the church. 

An obituary of Dr. Benze descriptive 
of his fifty-two years of ministerial 


service will appear in a later issue of 
THe LUTHERAN. 


Death of Outstanding India | 


Layman 


Mr. V. Ch. John, a leading Lutheran _ 
layman in India, died suddenly in 
Guntur, India, May 22, 1943. Mr. John © 
was a leader in the Andhra Evangelical ~ 
Lutheran Church and had a brilliant | 
career. He was born March 23, 1886, 
at a time when the Lutheran mission ~ 
high school at Guntur was raised to © 
college grade by the Rev. Dr. Luther | 
B. Wolf, and the Christian higher edu- — 
cation of the mission started its record © 
of service. 

Associated for a ae time as a stu- 
dent and. teacher with distinguished 
men like Dr. L. L. Uhl, Dr. L. B. Wolf, 
Dr. John Aberly, Dr. J. Roy Strock, 
and Dr. H. H. Sipes, Mr. John had an 
opportunity to be recognized as an edu- 
cationalist of high repute. Educated in 
the mission high school and college at | 
Guntur, he became the first Indian © 
manager of both institutions. While © 
serving as principal of Andhra Chris- | 
tian College he retired in 1940. He was | 
distinguished in the Andhra Lutheran — 
Church 4s a first graduate, first head- 
master, first Indian principal and first — 
member of the Legislative Council, a — 
high government position. 

Mr. John was marked with certain 
fine gifts and abilities. On several.edu- 
cational committees and administrative 
boards of the Madras government and ~ 
of local ‘bodies, he served with great 
enthusiasm and brought credit to the 
Andhra Christian community. The Mis- — 
sion recognized his merit and conferred 
on him the honor of the first Indian 
representative of the Andhra Lutheran 
Church to the convention of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, at Mil- 
waukee, Wis., in 1932. At the centennial 
celebration in Guntur in July 1942, the 
was given the privilege of reading a 
cablegram addressed to the Board of 
Foreign Missions and the United Lu-' 
theran Church. 

The government, recognizing his 
services as a member of the Madras 
Legislative Council and other adminis- 
trative bodies, conferred on him the 
Kaiser-i-Hind medal, a unique and rare 
distinction. 

Mr. John brought his wide experi- 
ence and fine grasp of facts to bear on 
several of the difficult problems of the 
Church, especially in regard to the 
transfer of responsibility of the mission 


,to the Andhra Lutheran Church. He 


was, indeed, a man of keen intellect 
but simple habits. Frankness and de- 
votion to duty were outstanding char- 
acteristics. 


The Lutheran 


iss Elizabeth R. Siebert 


yassed to her eternal reward October 
2, aged eighty-eight years. The funeral 
was held in the First English Lutheran 
Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., and was con- 
ducted by Dr. A. J. Holl. She had been 
a lifelong member of this congregation 
and was the last remaining member of 
a family of staunch and loyal Luther- 
ans, whose influence lives on. 

Miss Siebert’s kindly and cheerful 
disposition was an inspiration and joy 
to all who knew her and continued to 
the day of her death. She was a patron 
of every phase of church work, and her 
interest continued unabated. Inner 
‘Missions, Foreign Missions, Home Mis- 
sions, the Mission to Lepers, Church 
Extension, the Passavant Hospital, Or- 
phans’ Homes—all these could count on 
her generous response to their yearly 
appeals as her expression of deep grat- 
itude to the Saviour whom she loved 
and served. 

For many years she was the faithful 
and efficient teacher of the Women’s 
Bible Class at First Church, which paid 
her a high tribute of esteem, and sor- 
row over the loss they have sustained. 
She will be remembered lovingly and 
gratefully. Cora WATERS BIKLE. 


OBITUARY 
Mars. Mary A. Reitz 


was born August 24, 1870, in Aquashicola, Car- 
bon County, Pennsylvania, and passed away 
October 21, 1943, at the Haff Hospital, North- 
ampton, Pa. January 1, 1903, she married D. M. 
Reitz of Slatington, Pa., a prominent layman. 

Her father, George Kunkle, was a leader of 
the Towamensing Church. Mrs. Reitz was a 
devoted Christian and accompanied him to 
many of the U. L. C. A. conventions. At the 
time of her death she was a member of Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmerton, Pa., of 
which church she was a charter member. 

She is survived by her-husband, two sons, 
Luther and Earl of Palmerton, and by Mrs. 
Norma Mantz of New Tripoli, Pa. 

D. M. Reitz. 


RESOLUTIONS 
William H. Travilla 


Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God in His 
merciful providence to call from our midst our 
friend and brother, William H. Travilla, and 

Whereas, we, the members of the church 
council of Grace Lutheran Church, Camden, 
N. J., revere his memory as a fellow member, 
a charter member of our congregation, who 
served upon the council from its inception un- 
til the day of his death, our financial secretary 
for more than twenty years, our faithful dele- 
gate to all the meetings of conference and synod 
until forced by failing health to remain at home, 
and a dear friend to us all, 

Therefore Be it Resolved: 

That we, the members of the church council 
of Grace Lutheran Church, Camden, N. J., offer 
thanks to God for the gracious privilege of past 
association and fellowship with Brother Travilla 
as friends and fellow workers in matters’ per- 
taining to the Kingdom, and for the example he 

/ set for us, one of deep devotion to the Church 
of Christ and untiring effort in her behalf, one 
of godly living day by day among his fellow- 
men, and, j 

That we pledge ourselves to profit by his ex- 
emplary life and conduct, and to draw there- 
from new inspiration for godly and upright 
living, and, 

That we extend the heartfelt sympathy of the 
members of this council to the bereaved family, 
commending them to the God of all consolation 
for comfort in their hour of sorrow and for 
strength in the days to come, and, 

That these resolutions be spread upon the 
minutes of the council, a copy be given to the 
family, and the same be published in the church 
bulletin and in THe LuTHERAN. 

THe Cuurcy Councit, Grace LuTHERAN CHURCH, 
Campen, N 


November 10, 1943 
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Feeligious Classics 


Chimes Chimes »Vibraharp 
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Ns OF Zan 


PASTORS REPORT 20% TO 40% 
INCREASE IN ATTENDANCE. 


No church too small. Chimes and Music 


The most appreciated gift any church member Scientifically Produced Records that 


can make. Belfry broadcast the call they cannot 
resist. These studio made records excel world- 
famous chimes in tone value and harmony. Church 
holidays, impressive religious services, indoors or 
open-air. Use your own sound equipment or avail- 
able low cost apparatus we can recommend. 


MORRISON RECORDING LABORATORIES 
Dept. 18, AURORA, ILLINOIS 


Starting children at an early age with a life 
insurance policy gives them a feeling of 
responsibility. Their rate is low, and they 
can pay part of the premiums from allow- 
ances or earnings. The amount they contrib- 


ute is not so important. 


saved now has important future value. 


LL ELE 


It's the thrift training 
involved — the early realization that money 


can be heard long distances. 


enthrall every Church audience. 


Write for List of 
DM 
Gc OMA ST 


PECORDS — 


Junior 


$1000 PROTECTION 
AT AGE 12 


*Cash at an- 
niversary’ 
nearest 


age 16 $25.00 


*Annual pre- 
mium pay- 


ment .......... 4.00 


*Average an- 
nual cost.. 2.44 


*If issued at less than six 
months of age. Further 
reduced by annual divi- 
dends, 


Convertible at age 
16 without medical 
examination. 


Send copy of your new folder “‘Lutheran Children and Their 
Future’’ with complete information about ‘’Junior Special’’ policy. 
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_Announcing 
DOCUMENTARY DESK BOOK 


1 A Commemorative Feature of the 1 
9 1 Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the J4 
8 United Lutheran Church in America 3 


Although the Documentary Desk Book is not ready for publication, it is mentioned at 
this time because it is one of the major features of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary. Every 
effort is being expended to place it in your hands soon at an acceptable price. Pas- 


tors, lay leaders and workers will find it a publication of permanent worth. 
4s 


BETWEEN THE COVERS 


Contained in this book will be a compilation of ready reference material from 
the major documentary records of the United Lutheran Church during the 
first twenty-five years of its history. Divided into four parts, The Documen- 
tary Desk Book includes: 


Part One—Personal Contributions Part Three—Organization and Administration 
REPORT OF THE MERGER By Dr. T. E. ScHMAUK U.L. C. A. ConstituTIon anD By-Laws 
First CONVENTION SERMON By Dr. H. E. Jacoss GENERAL BoarpS—CONSTITUTIONS AND CHARTERS 


BIENNIAL REporTS oF Presipent F. H. KNuBEL RULINGS OF COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION 


STATEMENTS ON ORGANIZED WorK OF THE U. L. C. A. 


Part Two—Convention Declarations Part Four—A Comprehensive Index 


WasuincTon Dectararion, 1920 MINUTES OF THE THIRTEEN CONVENTIONS FOR THE 
BattimorE DEcLaRATION, 1938 TWENTY-FIVE YEAR PERIOD INDEXED SO THAT ALL 
SavannaH DeciaratTion, 1934 ACTIONS ARE LISTED ANALYTICALLY AND TOPICALLY. 
PITTSBURGH AGREEMENT, 1940 CROSS REFERENCE MAKES ALL MATERIAL IN THE 
REpPorRT OF COMMITTEE ON “THE CALL” MINUTES IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
CHICAGO PITTSBURGH COLUMBIA 


